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President’s Remarks: 
Dear Members, 

It is time for the November ASCE meeting, the final section meeting of the calendar year.  We 

will not be meeting in December due to the number of people traveling for the Holidays.   

As officers we have been talking for years about sponsoring a webinar or continuing education 

course for the Columbia Section. We have finally decided on hosting a series of four 

presentations over the next year.  The series is on Project Management with presentations on 

Critical Path Method, Monitoring Project Budgets and Schedules, Scope Creep, and Project Work 

Plans.  We purchased these presentations on CD so we will be able to show them at times and 

locations of our choosing.  This month the presentation will replace the traditional meeting but 

in the future we anticipate these presentations being a supplement to the usual monthly 

meetings.  We will also likely show them at venues other than Shilo Inn, including at 

municipalities or companies that would be willing and able to host.  If you are interested in 

having your organization host one of the presentations please contact one of the ASCE officers. 

This month we will watch the Critical Path Method presentation at the Shilo Inn, at 11:30-1:00 

on November 17th.  We are planning on having lunch with the usual $15 charge.  There will not 

be any additional charge for the presentation.   

This presentation will qualify as 0.5 Continuing Education Units, although you will be responsible 

for determining exactly how each state counts credits.  Still if you are licensed in Idaho or 

Oregon and are looking for CEUs this is an opportunity to gain some.  I hope to see you all  and I 

don't see you there I want to wish you a safe and Happy Holidays. 

Paul Smith 

ASCE Columbia Section President



 
Congratulations to McKay Sposito for a successful event on “Make a Difference Day”.  They had over 400 

volunteers turn out to support the improvements to the Park.   See the attached flyer.  



MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE DAY
NATIONAL DAY OF DOING GOOD

MacKay & Sposito, Inc.

Make A Difference Day 2010
Make a Difference Day is a national day of volunteering.  Every year, on the fourth 

saturday in October, millions of people are encouraged to get out and volunteer 

and make a difference in their communities.  This year the Mid-

Columbia Make a Difference Day Committee partnered with the City 

of Richland to transform Goethals Park into a nature playground. 

Join us on

Mid-Columbia Make a Difference Day 
Committee and Community Partners:

www.midcolumbiamadd.com

Goethals Park - Before

Goethals Park Master Plan

The City of Richland started with an $80,000 Block Grant and with the help of the Committee and over 30 sponsors,  

the final project cost was approximately $140,000.  On October 23rd, 2010, over 400 volunteers came out to help 

complete the transformation.  The City of Richland’s crew had spent two weeks prior, prepping the site for two 

tunnels, a creek, a gravel trail, a sandplay area, a tree stump/log play area, three bridges, a tree fort and over 1,000 

native plants.   Activities for the kids included building and painting over 30 bird houses, bat houses and squirrel 

feeders that will be placed throughout the park.  The Make a Difference Day Committee and the City of RIchland 

are looking foward to an open house at the park in the spring!  This will be a hands-on nature experience for kids 

and families, encouraging them to go off the trail and explore nature.

Volunteers Laying Rock 
Along the Creek

Sand Play Area

Prepping Tunnel for soft 
fall and Retaining Wall


