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In my engineering career (starting when I was a sophomore in college working my way 
through school), I have had two people that I would call professional mentors.  I just got 
off of the phone with one of them. His name is Jake Keller.  He is currently a VP with 
Parsons Brinckerhoff in Norfolk, VA.  He was my boss at Shaw, Weiss & DeNaples here 
in Dayton many moons ago.  Jake was only with the firm for about a year and a half after 
I started at SWD. He moved on to bigger and better things.  Jake hired me and was my 
immediate supervisor.  There are several things that I remember about Jake that I have 
tried to emulate through my career.  I would like to share a few with you. 
 
1. You don’t have to have the best credentials on the wall you just have to be the best.  
Jake taught me that clients can get past many things (youth, inexperience, etc.) as long as 
they believe (and know) that you are doing your best for them.  This is evidenced to them 
by having done your homework and knowing your stuff when working for them.  Be 
proactive and learn what you need to know to best represent their interests. 
 
2. Passion goes a long way in being convincing to others.  Let your passion show when 
you meet with the client or give presentations.  This comes easy when you are doing 
something you enjoy.  It’s hard when doing something you dread.  Find what you enjoy 
and be good at it.  Understand that life is not always doing the fun stuff so get over the 
attitude and do a good job no matter what.  Your clients, co-workers and boss will notice!  
 
3. Pick your battles.  The old saying of winning the battle and losing the war is true in 
both business and personal relationships.  Jake knew when to get mad (and let it show) 
and when not to. In an argument, you may be right, but it might not be the right time to 
let everyone know it.  The Bible give good advice on this one in James 1:19, 
“…Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry…”.  This 
is good advice no matter what your religious persuasion. 
 
4. Be professional.  You are one so act like one.  Whether you are with a client or alone 
in the office, dress, act, and speak like a professional.  This will serve you, your firm, 
your clients, and your profession well. 
 
I have to admit that I have failed in successfully employing all that I have learned from 
my mentors and experiences all of the time.  I am 49 years old and realize that I still have 
a lot to learn.  But I know that as long as I keep trying and learning, the number of 
successes will mount and I will be a better person for the struggle. 
 
Lynn Cain, P.E.  
ASCE Dayton Chapter President 
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Date:   Thursday, May 22, 2008 - FIELD TRIP! 
Time:   11:30 AM  
Location/Topic:  Tour of the new Aileron Campus - Located just 20 minutes north of Downtown 
Dayton, near Tipp City and Vandalia   
 
Aileron is a brand new, innovative entrepreneurial learning center for business executives and 
emerging entrepreneurs.  The complex was designed using the latest in Sustainable Design principles, 
conforming with Silver LEED Certification standards of the U.S. Green Building Council.  Unique 
components of the project include an on-site wastewater system, a dual plumbing system (flush toilets 
with rain water), geothermal heating/cooling, wetland mitigation, PCB remediation, and landfill 
restoration. 
 
For more information, please visit Aileron's website at http://www.aileron.net/   Information on 
Aileron's Sustainable Design features can be found at 
http://www.aileron.net/LEED.jsp?navId=5&subNavId=1  
 
Time:  11:30 AM - Brief Presentation & Lunch, followed by a Tour of the site 
Presentations by:  Pete Battaglia, P.E. and John Eastman, P.E. - LJB, Inc.   
Cost:  $12.00 for lunch and tour 
 
Reservations:  Contact Sue Spurrier, City of Kettering Engineering Department, by 5:00PM on Friday, 
May 16, 2008, Phone: 937.296.2436, Fax: 937.296.3242, or Email: Susan.Spurrier@ketteringoh.org  
 
Lunch will be a buffet of deli sandwiches, beverages, and dessert. 
 
Directions to Aileron from Downtown Dayton:   
Take I-75 North to Exit 61 (I-70, Columbus)  
Take I-70 East to Exit 36 (OH-202, Huber Heights), 2.7 miles  
At the end of the ramp, turn left onto OH-202 (Old Troy Pike), 1.9 miles  
Turn left onto US-40, 0.5 miles  
Turn right onto Wildcat Road (first street on your right), 0.4 miles  
The Aileron Center driveway will be on your left follow until you reach the building. 
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Here are the dates for the remaining 2008 meetings.  Put them on your calendar and watch for more details!  
Remember to check the newsletter each month for additional details on time, location and topic and in case 
changes are made at the last minute due to scheduling issues. 
 
 
 
Thursday, June 19, 2008 – Pizza Party, 12:00 noon, Fraze Patio 

 
 

   

   

EEE XXX PPP LLL OOO SSS III OOO NNN    EEE FFF FFF EEE CCC TTT SSS    AAA NNN DDD    SSS TTT RRR UUU CCC TTT UUU RRR AAA LLL    DDD EEE SSS III GGG NNN    FFF OOO RRR    BBB LLL AAA SSS TTT  
 
 

A 2-day training course at the Holiday Inn Washington Dulles Airport 
July 22 and 23, 2008  
Instructors: Dr. Sam Kiger and Dr. Stan Woodson 
 
Engineers will improve their skills in understanding explosion effects, blast mitigation, retrofit 
concepts, and blast resistant design of structures. Architects and first responders and others will also 
benefit by understanding explosion effects and protective design methods. For more information and 
secure on-line registration visit http://www.blastdesigntraining.com/  
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Tues May 13, 2008 Renovation of Masonry Façade 
  
Wed May 14, 2008 Negotiating Better Engineering and Architectural Contracts  
 
Thu May 15, 2008 Traffic Control Devices  
 
Tue May 20, 2008 Design of Steel Lintels in Masonry Walls  
 
Wed May 21, 2008 Quality: What Is It and How Do We Achieve It?  
 
Thu May 22, 2008 Specifying Metal Building Systems  
 
Fri May 23, 2008 The Modern Roundabout As A Traffic Signal Alternative, Part I 
 
 Wed May 28, 2008 Strategies and Solutions for Luring ‘Off-Ramped’ Talent Back Into the 

Workforce **Free Webinar**  
 
Thu May 29, 2008 Advanced Snow Loads  
 
Fri May 30, 2008 HEC-RAS Culvert Hydraulics New Webinar  
 
Tue Jun 03, 2008 Avoiding Problems in Specifying Metal Roofing  
 
Wed Jun 04, 2008 Marketing 101: Sleazy Activity Or Mutually Beneficial Process?  
 
Thu Jun 05, 2008 The Modern Roundabout As A Traffic Signal Alternative, Part II  
 
Fri Jun 06, 2008 How To Plan Projects Effectively ~ Part I  
 
Tue Jun 10, 2008 Monitoring Project Budgets and Schedules: Introduction to the Earned Value 

Method  
 
Wed Jun 11, 2008 Is Performance Measurement Stifling Your Performance?  
 
 
 
For a complete list of webinars and registration information, please go to 
http://www.asce.org/webinar/list  
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The Student Chapter has been very active this year!  Check out their newsletter appended to the end of 
this newsletter for more information.  You can also visit their website at: www.udayton.edu/~asce .  
 
The University of Dayton ASCE Student Chapter has established its general meeting dates and times 
for the 2008-2009 school year.  The dates and times available are: 
 
Thursday, October 23, 2008 at 1:30 pm 
Thursday, November 20, 2008 at 1:30 pm 
Tuesday, January 6, 2009 at 8:00 pm 
Tuesday, February 3, 2009 at 8:00 pm 
Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at 8:00 pm 
Tuesday, March 31, 2009 at 8:00 pm 
 
Presentation topics typically include what you and your company/organization do, highlighting a 
particularly interesting project that you have been or are involved with, or describing a new technology 
or trend in the industry.  We are also open to new ideas and topics.  Presentations are usually 30 
minutes in length and provide our student members with practical civil engineering (or architecture-
related) information that is not normally taught in the classroom.  The audience consists of civil 
engineering undergraduate students, ranging from freshmen to seniors.  The meetings are a great way 
to promote your company and recruit co-ops, interns, and full-time employees.   
 
Please respond if you or someone at your company/organization would like to present and 
indicate your meeting date preference. 

 

TTT EEE CCC HHH NNN III CCC AAA LLL    GGG RRR OOO UUU PPP SSS    
 
 
Geotechnical:  Mark Carlson, PSI Engineering Consulting Testing – 937.424.1011 
                          Kyle Cross, PSI Engineering Consulting Testing – 937.222.6388 
 
Structural/Construction:  Mike Avellano, Woolpert LLP - 937.341.9291  
 
Environmental:  Ron Volkerding, Greene County Sanitary Engineering – 937.562.7450 
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Education Tom McCrate McCrate-Shaw Consultants 937.427.8989 

Younger Members Jason Starner BWSC, Inc. 937.438.0378 

Student Chapter Advisor Riad Al-Akkad University of Dayton 937.229.3847 

Student Chap. President Andrew McMorrow University of Dayton 937.229.3847 
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http://www.asce.org 

Call toll-free 1-800-548-ASCE 

   


