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    and

Acknowledgements
The 2010 Report Card for Indiana’s Infrastructure grades seven categories 

compiled for the state of Indiana.  

Indiana’s cumulative grade for infrastructure is a D+. This grade is half 
a letter grade higher than the cumulative grade of a D for the 2009 
Report Card for America’s Infrastructure. Not all categories face the same 
problems or severity of issues, but every category does share severe 
funding restraints and recurring maintenance issues.  
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Aviation C

Bridges C+

Dams D-

Drinking Water D+

Rail D+

Roads C-

Wastewater D-

Indiana’s GPA D+
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Aviation
Airports in Indiana are facing enormous infrastructure de-
cay. With reduced funding sources and more competition 
for discretionary funding sources, Indiana’s airport lead-
ers will need to turn to new funding techniques if they are 

air travel that will meet the needs in the future.

Bridges
Indiana has 18,483 bridges on its transportation system, 
with 5,612 maintained by the state. Of these, 4,091 are 

-
eral gas tax, state gas tax, and state property tax) produce 

increase in funding will be required to maintain and im-
prove the condition and safety of Indiana’s bridges. The 
estimated cost to perform the necessary work on Indi-
ana’s bridges is over $3.5 billion.

Dams
Indiana has 1,088 registered dams, of which 240 are 

-
cent of these dams are in need of remediation, with ap-
proximately 70 percent of the 1,088 dams being owned 

-
-

rent cost for upgrades is approximately $180 million.  In 

the national average of 50 percent. Currently, no funding 
opportunities are available for private dam owners to per-
form needed dam safety projects.

Drinking Water
Indiana has adequate supplies of source water for its 
drinking water systems. However, most of the drinking 
water distribution systems in Indiana were installed in 
the years following World War II and are at or very near 
the end of their useful life. In addition, in 2008 approxi-
mately 10 percent of the 4,263 public water systems in 
Indiana had violations of maximum contaminant levels 
set by regulatory agencies, with most being violations of 
number of water-borne pathogens. To fund these proj-
ects, many communities apply for SRF funds. In 2010, 
$282 million in drinking water projects were submitted to 
SRF competing for $22 million in available funding. Some 
communities try to fund projects in other ways, including 
unpopular methods such as raising rates, or deciding not 
do the project at all due to lack of available funding and 
allow the system to decay further.

Rail
Ranking fourth in the nation in terms of the number of 
railroads and ninth among states in total rail mileage, Indi-
ana is the cross-railroads of America. In 2007, more than 
306 million tons of freight rolled over Indiana’s rails—the 
ninth highest in the country. In 2008 nearly 125,000 in-
tercity passengers were served by Amtrak, and commut-
ers made 4.3 million passenger trips on Northern Indiana 

-
ing 20 years into the future, the state’s primary rail cor-

infrastructure. Investments of $4.3 billion and $416 mil-
lion in Indiana’s Class I and all other classes of railroads, 
respectively, will be required to keep pace with economic 
growth and meet the forecast demand by 2035.

Roads
Indiana has roughly 95,500 road miles, of which approxi-
mately 11,200 miles are state owned and maintained. 
While state-owned roads only account for 10 percent of 
the total road miles, 54 percent of the vehicle miles trav-
eled in the state occur on these roads. According to the 
FHWA, 75 percent of the $580 billion of freight that tra-
verses Indiana does so through Indiana’s roadways. The 
funding needed to update Indiana’s local roads to current 
standards is approximately $3.5 billion, with a shortfall 
of around $715 million per year for annual maintenance 
needs. State-owned roads will require an additional $21.8 
billion from 2016 to 2030 for maintenance and expan-
sion, with Major Moves funds covering the needs from 

money from the Major Moves initiative, funding levels at 
both the state and local levels continue to be a challenge 
in addressing the substantial need to improve road condi-
tions and maintain Indiana’s economic viability.

Wastewater
Indiana has 108 combined sewer communities, which is 
12.5 percent of the communities nationally. The 14 larg-
est of these communities in Indiana discharged a com-
bined 26 billion gallons of combined sewage into state 
waterways in a 12-month period spanning 2007-2008. 
At least ten of these combined sewer communities have 
long-term control plans that exceed $120 million in com-
bined sewer system investments. In addition to these in-
vestments, many of the remaining sanitary sewer systems 
in Indiana are reaching the end of their useful life or be-
ing required to upgrade facilities due to more stringent 
regulatory requirements on treated wastewater. In order 
to fund these projects, many communities apply for SRF 
funds. However, in 2009 $1 billion worth of wastewater 
and combined sewer projects were submitted to SRF 
competing for only $447 million in funding. 



Methodology
The Report Card -
neers who lead the seven different categories. The ad-
visory council is led by two engineers who oversee the 

the seven categories has a champion leading the efforts 
of research and authorship. In total, 30 engineers have 
worked as researchers, authors, technical advisors, and 
champions on the report. For over a year, each category 

and conditions within each of the seven categories. The 
individual category groups assessed the data with techni-
cal advisors and industry leaders to determine a grade. 
The grades were then brought before ASCE National and 
the Report Card advisory council for discussion and con-
currence.

In assigning the grades, the advisory council considered 
several criteria, including  capacity, condition, operations 
and maintenance, funding, public safety, and resilience. 
However, not every criterion was applicable to each cat-
egory.  The grade determination was based on publically 
available data and the subjective judgments of the engi-
neers working as authors, technical advisors, and advi-
sory council members.

Report Card Structure
The American Society of Civil Engineers and its members 
are committed to protecting the health, safety, and wel-
fare of the public and, as such, are equally committed to 
improving the infrastructure of Indiana and the nation. To 
achieve that goal, the Report Card depicts the condition 
and performance of Indiana’s infrastructure in the form of 

improving each of the seven categories.

Discussion of funding needs and mechanisms are in-
cluded in each of the categories.  Due to the wide variety 
of funding mechanisms and varying life cycles of the re-

need for the entire state was not feasible to calculate.  It 
will become evident, as one reads each category, that 
funding continues to be a major hurdle for improving In-
diana’s deteriorating infrastructure.

At the end of each category, recommendations will be 
provided that ASCE believes can serve as mechanisms 
to foster discussion, educate the public and legislators, 
and ultimately lead to solutions for Indiana’s infrastruc-
ture concerns.
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We appreciate all the time and effort the team has put in to bring this report card to fruition.  
Thanks to everyone for your contributions.
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