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WANTED

2007 ASCE Mid-Continent Student Regional Conference

This year the University of Kansas is hosting the Mid-Continent Student Regional Conference on

April 26-28, 2007. There are expected to be 14 schools and 300 people participating in the

conference. As part of the conference, students will be participating in the following competitions:
¢ Concrete Canoe

Steel Bridge

Geotechnical

Balsa Wood Bridge

Surveying

Concrete Bowling

Impromptu (Mystery) Design.

The University of Kansas ASCE Student Chapter is looking for judges for all of these events. The
Kansas Section needs your help. We are looking for approximately 70 judges and other volunteers
to work throughout the weekend. Each event takes only one day of your time and you will be
greatly rewarded for efforts. If you are interested in volunteering as a judge for any of the
competitions or have questions please contact Theresa Rohlfs at TMRohlfs @ku.edu or Levi Turner
at ]jturner @ku.edu.
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ASCE Upcoming Events

ASCE Younger Members Group

Topic: General Meeting
Location: 10" Floor Conference Room, Eisenhower State Office Building (700 SW Harrison St.), Topeka
Date: Tuesday, March 6 Time: Noon

Topic: 16™ Annual Egg Drop Competition (Younger Member volunteers needed)
Location: 2™ Floor Rotunda of the Kansas State Capital Building (10™ and Jackson), Topeka
Date: Saturday, March 10" Time: 10:00 AM

ASCE Structural Group

Topic: Contech Bridge Solutions
Speaker(s): Bob Meinzer, P.E.
CONTECH Bridge Solutions Inc.

David Keaffaber, P.E.

CONTECH Bridge Solutions Inc.
Location: Auditorium A, 4t Floor, Eisenhower State Office Building (700 SW Harrison St.), Topeka
Date: Thursday, February 22" Time: Noon to 1:00 P.M.

Topic: Fatigue Behavior of Welded Connections Enhanced with UIT and Bolting
Speaker(s): Caroline R. Bennett, Ph. D.
Assistant Professor
University of Kansas
Location: Auditorium A, 4t Floor, Eisenhower State Office Building (700 SW Harrison St.), Topeka
Date: Thursday, April 5 Time: Noon



ASCE Kansas Section Minutes — January 2007

Speaker:

Christopher M. Carrier
Director of Public Works
Wichita, KS 67202-1685
316.268.4497

50-55 people in attendance.

Jessica Slavik (V.P. Wichita Section) arranged the meeting
3 people in attendance representing the Kansas Section
Bob Stokes

Steve Hampton

Michael Ingalls

Chris Carrier presented about the city of Wichita’s Arena Neighborhood Redevelopment plan and some of the engineering
projects and challenges related to the arena construction. The arena project will cost $205 million dollars and is proposed to
be opened in the Fall of 2009. Along with the arena itself infrastructure improvements are also being made to Kellogg and
Rock Roads, the Waterwalk, the Central Rail Corridor, and the River Corridor. All told the total project work will total over
$400 million. More information about the arena can be found on the web at: http://www.sedgwickcounty.org/arena/

ASCE Structural Group Minutes — January 2007

Dominique Shannon, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. The guest speakers were Greg Weatherd, PE,
Highway Section Manager of HNTB’s Overland Park office and Jim Werst, P.E., Bridge Project Manager in HNTB’s
Overland Park office. In attendance were 35 members and 3 guests.

Greg Weatherd started by giving a little background on the scope and timeline of the I-435/Antioch/ US-69 project in
Overland Park. He outlined the three major aspects of this project: major modifications to [-435 from Metcalf Avenue to
US-69, a new interchange at Antioch Road and I-435, and major modifications to US-69 at the intersection with 1-435.
Some of the challenges Greg shared were the tight right-of-way constraints of the Antioch/I-435 interchange, the
environmental constraints of the Indian Creek Watershed, noise abatement concerns along 1-435, as well as the relocation
and coordination of utilities crossing I-435 at Antioch.

Jim Werst gave a more detailed discussion on the 2-span welded plate steel bridge carrying Antioch Road over [-435. The
new interchange will consist of a tight urban interchange using mechanically stabilized earth retaining walls due to the
restricted R/W available. He showed the construction phasing required to remove the existing concrete box and prestressed
bridges. Other topics of interest on this bridge are: the reuse of an existing spread footing, the phased construction of MSE
retaining walls at the abutments, safe construction access to the pier during heavy traffic, and the removal of existing
structures by blasting.

The next structural group presentation will be on Thursday, February 22, 2007 at 12:00 p.m. in the 4" floor auditorium,
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building, Topeka, Kansas. The program will be “Contech Bridge Solutions” Given by
Bob Meinzer of Contech.
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