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Message from the
President

As I write this message we are in the midst of
a strong arctic blast with temperatures barely
getting out of the 20s and wind chills below
zero. I’m ready for some warmer weather; so,
hopefully as you are reading this February
newsletter, the groundhog will not have seen
his shadow and we will see an early spring. It
must have been some shock for our January
meeting guest speaker, Mr. Walterio Lopez,
who  had  just  flown  in  from  San  Francisco  to
these frigid conditions. Mr. Lopez spoke about
Buckling-Restrained Braced Frames for seismic
design. This was the topic that won him the
2008 T.R. Higgins Award from ASCE’s national
Structural Engineering Institute. The talk was
very interesting and was followed by a lively
question and answer session.

The pomp and circumstance of inauguration
day is now behind us and our new President is
several weeks into his term. All indications are
that part of an economic stimulus package will
include spending for infrastructure projects. As
engineers we need to keep our voices heard to
make sure that infrastructure spending is a
large part of any package. As noted in
previous newsletters it is easy to make your
thoughts known to your local, state, and fed-
eral government representative through
ASCE’s  Key Contact  Program.  Do you want  to
become a Key Contact? Go to www.asce.org/
keycontacts for more information. Would you
like a chance to join civil engineers from
around the country when they go to Washing-
ton, DC to talk to their local representatives in
Congress? If you answered yes, then consider
ASCE's National Legislative Fly-In, which will
take place in late March. More details on this
event will be forthcoming as the time gets
closer.

Speaking of Presidents, ASCE has received
requests from three of its members to be
considered for ASCE’s next National President-
Elect. A brief summary about each prospective
candidate is located on page five. The full
biography and vision statement from each
prospective candidate can be found via a link
on the Maryland Section’s website.  I
encourage you to read through the material on
these great candidates for our future ASCE
National President. You can forward any
thoughts or comments about the candidates to
our Region 2 Board of Directors.

It is not too late to sign up a foursome or sign
up to sponsor or design/build one of the holes
for  our  15th Annual Indoor Golf Tournament,
which is scheduled for Saturday, March 7.
Your response has been so great for this event
in  past  years  that  we  now  have  to  build  36
holes so there’s enough room for each four-
some to play 18 holes of exciting putt-putt
golf. Last year this event made about a
$19,000 profit, which we were able to put into
the Maryland Section ASCE scholarship endow-
ment funds at the University of Maryland,
Johns Hopkins University, and Morgan State
University. With your continued support, we
hope to top $20,000 in profits this year. It is a
wonderful evening complete with a delicious
buffet dinner, open bar throughout the event,
coffee and dessert, 18 holes of exciting, if not
hilarious, putt-putt golf, door prizes for
everyone, and a silent auction.

National Engineers Week was founded in 1951
by the National Society of Professional
Engineers and is celebrated annually at the
time of George Washington's birthday. Our
first president was a military engineer and land
surveyor. Like our first president, today's engi-
neers are problem solvers. They design,
develop and oversee the manufacture and
construction of products, machines, and
structures. Engineers Week is a time to
recognize the contributions engineers have
made to our way of life and to encourage
students to pursue engineering careers. This
year National Engineers Week is February 15-
21. Numerous activities for engineers and
students alike are taking place locally at the
Engineering Society of Baltimore and the
Baltimore  Museum  of  Industry.  You  can
contact  both  of  these  venues  to  learn  more
about the planned activities.

Congratulations to Ray Moravec and Mark
Bodmann for organizing another successful
Future City Competition, which was held at the
Baltimore Museum of Industry on January 17.

Thanks also to the many volunteers who
donated their time mentoring the students and
working/judging at the event. Six schools
(seven teams) competed this year with the
winning team coming from Oakdale Middle
School in Frederick County. That team will
move on to compete in the National Future
City Competition in Washington, D.C., which
will take place during National Engineers Week
at the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol
Hill.

As I noted at our February monthly meeting,
nominations for the Maryland Section's 2009
Recognition and Awards Program are being
accepted through March 6. For more informa-
tion on how to nominate a project or a person,
please contact Kevin Sabolc ik at
ksabolcik@baltimorecountymd.gov. Categories
needing nominations are Civil Engineer of the
Year, Young Civil Engineer of the Year,
Outstanding Engineering Educator, Meritorious
Service to Civil Engineering, as well as
Outstanding Civil Engineering Achievement in
Maryland for large and small projects.

We are considering a face lift for our Maryland
Section website to give it a fresher look and to
add a few bells and whistles while we are at it.
If you have any suggestions for the website or
interest in helping with this endeavor, then
please let me know.

Our February meeting
will be our annual
Student Night. Morgan
State University will be
providing a speaker.
M o r gan  S t a t e ’ s
students have been
very active this year
and  I  look  forward  to
hearing more from
them at the meeting.
We will also be
holding a career fair at
which local civil
engineer employers
will set up booths and
talk to the many
students who’ll be in
attendance that night
(with résumés in hand
no doubt). I look
forward to seeing you
all there.

Mark Richmond
President
ASCE Maryland Section
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SECTION ANNOUNCEMENTS

A S C E  M a r y l a n d  S e c t i o n  U p c o m i n g  M e e t i n g s

A S C E  M A R Y L A N D  S E C T I O N

—  A N N O U N C E M E N TS  —
A M E R I C A N  S O C I E T Y  O F  C I V I L  E N G I N E E R S

Check the online, your e-mail, and the monthly newsletter for details regarding upcoming meetings.
Mark your calendars for upcoming events including

a joint meeting with ASHE and SAME March 11 and the Carrol Lecture Series April 8.

The ASCE Capital Section’s upcoming meeting is Tuesday, February 24 at the Crystal City Sheraton.
The topic of the meeting, sponsored by the environmental committee,

is water security and asset management.

This month’s meeting is the Annual Student Night at ASCE. This year’s Student Night is
sponsored by Morgan State University’s ASCE Student Chapter.

Student Night is a great opportunity for consultants to meet students from local
Universities.   The  ESB  Library  will  be  setup  with  local  firms  for  a  job  fair  during  the
cocktail hour and through the dinner portion of the evening.  In the past, many future
graduates of Morgan State, Johns Hopkins, and the University of Maryland have attended
and made contact with their future employers. The students will be prepared with
résumés  and  be  eager  to  learn  more  about  opportunities  with  participating
engineering firms.

MSU’s  ASCE  Student  Chapter  will  provide  an  informative  presentation  and  overview  of
the many interesting activities currently ongoing within the  Chapter.

The Morgan State University ASCE Student Chapter Hosts

STUDENT NIGHT 2009



The ASCE MD YM Group has some questions for you.
Do you like to have fun?

Do you want to meet other interesting young professionals?
Do you like to feel a sense of accomplishment?

Do you want to know more about your field in Maryland?
If you answer yes to any of the above, then you need to be part

of the ASCE Younger Member Group!

Visit the MD YM website at http://sections.asce.org/maryland/YM/ym.htm for more
fun, new people, personal accomplishment, and professional growth through athletics,

happy hours, youth and college outreach, continuing education, and more!
Contact MD YM leaders at MarylandYM@members.asce.org

Make Connections, Be a Mentor, Make a Difference!
http://www.asce.org/gsd/sections/mdasce/ym.htm

Write MarylandYM@members.asce.org with activity and speaker suggestions or to get involved.

Join the ASCE MD Younger Member Group!



Petition to form Eastern Shore Branch Pending
The Eastern Shore Group has submitted its petition for recognition as the Eastern Shore Branch of the Maryland Section and
is awaiting review and approval of the petition by the Section Board and ASCE’s Region 2 Board of Directors.  Approval of the
formation of the Branch will represent the culmination of an effort begun in May 2007 by Eastern Shore members to establish
a formal body of membership bringing ASCE activities closer to home and work.  Over the past 2 years the Maryland Section
Officers have encouraged and assisted this endeavor.  This assistance is appreciated by the membership on the Eastern
Shore.   The  new Branch  will  encompass  Caroline,  Talbot,  Dorchester,  Wicomico,  Somerset,  and  Worcester  Counties.   The
new  Branch  plans  to  develop  social  and  technical  programs  for  the  membership  and  to  foster  involvement  with  the  local
community.

Monthly meetings held in the Fall focused on preparation of the petition for the Branch formation and on plans for the second
Engineering  Expo.   The  program was  extremely  well  received  last  year  and  we  were  invited  to  present  the  program for  a
second  time.   The  second  Engineering  Expo  will  be  held  February  17th-18th for middle school and high school students in
Somerset  and  Wicomico  Counties.   The  Expo  will  feature  interactive  presentations  by  ASCE  members  from local  firms  and
from the University of Maryland Eastern Shore (UMES).  Presentations will demonstrate some of the specialty areas within
civil engineering including structural engineering, geotechnical engineering, environmental engineering, and computer aided
design, as well as surveying.  Sponsors for this year’s program include The Becker Morgan Group, Davis, Bowen and Friedel,
Hillis-Carnes Engineering Associates, The
Traffic Group, and UMES.

We have been working with the Wicomico
County  Science,  Technology,  Engineering  and
Math (STEM) Task Force to promote
instructional formats in the school system that
will introduce students to STEM careers.  With
the establishment of the Branch, we plan to
become involved in mentoring and internship
programs for local students interested in civil
engineering careers.

The new Branch is also planning to reach out
to area civil engineers who are not ASCE
members to show them that there are now
local activities on the Eastern Shore and ASCE
membership will offer them concrete benefits.

For additional information about the Eastern
Shore  ASCE  Group,  contact  Harvey  Kagan  at
(410) 621-0666 or at ccg_2020@yahoo.com.

Update submitted by Harvey Kagan

Renew Today!
Renew your ASCE membership
Have you renewed your 2009 ASCE membership?
ASCE dues were due Dec.  31,  2008.   If  you haven’t
renewed your 2009 membership, you run the risk of
losing your valuable ASCE benefits, such as member-

ship in your local ASCE Section or Branch.  Plus, 2009 has the potential
to be a significant year for ASCE and civil engineers.  As we prepare to
welcome  a  new  president  who  has  promised  to  place  infrastructure
renewal at the    forefront of domestic issues, the Obama administration
has already tapped ASCE to play a leading role in deciding where money
from the stimulus package would best be spent.

Help Guide the Future of Our Nation’s Infrastructure
Take pride in your role in educating the public and policy leaders about
the importance of infrastructure to our nation's safety and economic
security.  Support the fight to renew our nation’s infrastructure by
renewing your 2009 ASCE membership.

Renew your ASCE and Section/Branch membership today by going to
www.asce.org/renewal.




