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An Update - The History & Heritage Committee
received an update from the Library of Congress
through Ford Pesatross the librarian in charge of the
ESL materials. As mentioned in the last newsletter
this material consisted mostly of plans, drawings,
pictures and reports. Their report is in three parts,
Geography and Map Division, Prints &
Photographs Division and Manuscript Division
*Geography and Map Division-Maps & Atlases
“The ESL maps are accessible in the Library’s
Geography and Map Division and that division will,
during the next six months, provide a checklist of
those materials based upon the original inventory...
The materials are housed in map cases and shelving
on site and do not require any additional special
housing or treatment.” Based upon this report it
appears that the maps will be readily accessible in
the near future. (Quantity estimate forthcoming)
*Prints & Photographs Division- Photograph
and photographic albums

“Conservators have been conducting condition
surveys of these oversize adbums...in order to
assess their needs in regard to treatment and
housing...making these materials available for
service is along-term project requiring hundreds of
hours of work by skilled professionals.” Ford gave
H & H a copy of the processing plan they will be
following but it looks like this will be a long
process before they are easily available.(Estimate
500 photographs and 50 albums)

*Prints, blueprints, original drawings, and
albums thereof. “Conservators are in the process
of conducting condition surveys, treating, and
rehousing these... Making these materials available
for service is along-term project requiring hundreds
of hours of work by skilled professionals.” It looks
like these materials will not be easily available for
some time but at least they have a plan and are
working on the surveys.(Estimate 5,000+)

They are aso working on over 700 illustrated books
most of which have binding in poor condition.
*Manuscript Division-Manuscript Materials.
“The ESL’s biographical files on engineers...have
been processed, and have an on line catalog record
and finding aid. They consist of 2,500 items in 8
containers...the finding aid does not include a
listing of the individual engineers represented, and
that would greatly enhance the accessibility of these
documents.” | checked the on line location
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mss/cadmss.ms007017  and
found that it was of little usein its present form

In short it appears that the LOC has made good
progress and has a plan but it will take some time
before the materials become easily available.

In the September issue the bridge was the
famous Wheeling Bridge built by Charles Ellet, Jr.
in 1849 with a span of 1,010" over the Ohio River.
It blew down in a windstorm in 1854 and was
rebuilt and continues to serve today. The image in
the upper right was that of John B. Jervis aleading
canal, railroad, bridge engineer and an Honorary
Member of the ASCE. Heisknown for hiswork on
the Enlarged Erie Canal, The D & H Candl, the
Mohawk and Hudson Railroad, the first passenger-
carrying railroad between Albany and Schenectady,
NY, The Croton Aqueduct, the Hudson River
Railroad and many other canals and railroads.

Joe Colcord Joe died October 21, 2007 at the age
of 85. The Sesattle Section Newsletter noted, “since
1949 Joe was a professor of Civil Engineering at the
University of Washington. Teaching students was
something he always really enjoyed. So much so
that, after he retired, he still taught a course for the
university gratis, entitled, “The Heritage of Civil
Engineering.” Joe was a long time member of the
H & H Committee having served many years on the
committee with your newsletter editor. He was a
firm believer in the importance of Civil Engineering
history and worked hard to advance the program.



Reuben Hull Reuben is the newest member of the
H&H Committee having been appointed effective
October 1, 2007 for athree-year term. He has been
an active member of the New Hampshire Section
History and Heritage Committee for many years
and promises to be an active and productive
member of the committee.

H & H Award The History and Heritage Award
recipient this year is Michael Chimes the Head
Librarian of the Institution of Civil Engineers based
in London for 30 years. He had been an active
promoter of Civil Engineering History and most
recently was the leader in the publication of a
Biographical Dictionary of Civil Engineers. He has
attended many meeting of the ASCE over the years
and has been promoting greater linkages between
H&H and PHEW, the British equivalent of H& H.
History & Heritage Section Award The
committee received four nominations for this award
and the 2007 winner is the Minnesota Section for
their Historic Works Calendar
(http://www.ascemn.org/calehist.htm), which is
available for free from their Web site. Their
members volunteered to “adopt a bridge and a
month” in order to produce this wonderful calendar
with its many photographs of local historic works.
Each photograph is accompanied by a short
abstract, which gives details about the project. We
congratul ate the members of the Minnesota Section
for their contribution preserving their history and
helping to educate the public about the importance
of civil engineering to society.

Moseley Iron Arch Bridge 1864 on Campus of
Merrimack College, N. Andover, Mass. 1998

Whipple Bowstring, circa 1865 on Campus of
Union College, Schenectady, NY. 1981
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