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Like many of you your editor started researching 
the lives and works of American Civil engineers by 
visiting libraries, historical societies, the 
Smithsonian, the Engineering Societies Library, etc. 
The other avenues were through telephone and US 
mail requests to librarians and curators. This was 
time consuming, expensive and sometimes un-
rewarding.  With the development of the internet 
and the efforts of many individuals to make 
available the early primary sources, now the first 
step in researching the history of civil engineering 
is, or should be, to search the web.  Over the years I 
have found, or been referred to, many sites that are 
particularly helpful.  Many of you have probably 
found these sites on your own, but I thought it 
might be of interest to share my favorites with 
readers of this newsletter.  Let the editor know 
about your favorite sites and he will share them 
with the H & H Committee and ASCE members in 
future newsletters. 
 
Cornell University has its Making of Amer ica 
site.  Its address  -http://cdl.library.cornell.edu/moa/. 
It is “a digital library of primary sources in 
American social history from the antebellum period 
through reconstruction. The collection is 
particularly strong in the subject areas of education, 
psychology, American history, sociology, religion, 
and science and technology. This site provides 
access to 267 monograph volumes and over 100,000 
journal articles with 19th century imprints.”   Hit the 
Browse icon and a list of all the journals scanned 
into this site comes up. 
 
University of Michigan,- Making of Amer ica�
site—is, like Cornell’s site, “a digital library of 
primary sources in American social history 
primarily from the antebellum period through 
reconstruction. The collection is particularly strong 
in the subject areas of … science and technology.  

 
The book collection currently contains 
approximately 10,000 books with 19th century 
imprints.”  Hit the browse MoA Books icon and a 
list of all the books becomes available.  Try B for 
Bridges. 
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Digital L ibrar ian, a librarian's choice of the best 
of the Web, is maintained by Margaret Vail 
Anderson from Cortland, New York.  The railroads 
and waterways portion is particularly valuable to 
civil engineering historians. She provides links to 
many sites that provide digital scans. Her address is: 
http://www.digital-librarian.com/railroads.html  
 
L ibrary of Congress, Amer ican Memory website 
has many records of the Historic American 
Buildings Survey, HABS, and Historical American 
Engineering Record, HAER, in digital format. “This 
online presentation of HABS/HAER collections 
includes digitized images of measured drawings, 
black-and-white photographs, photo captions, data 
pages including written histories, and supplemental 
materials.”   The address is 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_ha
er/ . Hit browse by subject and the first letter of 
your subject, say B for Bridges, and 1,531 bridges 
are listed.  Hit the desired bridge and the HAER 
records are displayed. 
 
The Catskill Archive, includes Thomas 
Ehrenreich©s Railroad Extra Website with many 
Erie Railroad articles, images, etc. 
www.catskillarchive.com/rrextra/eriepage.  He 
scanned in large portions of "Between the Ocean 
and the Lakes--The Story of the ERIE"—by Edward 
Harold Mott—1899.   
 
Digital Br idges, This is a great site  by  Lehigh 
University.  http://bridges.lib.lehigh.edu   It has 
many of the early books and articles on bridge 
building,  including reports on the construction of 
bridges by John A. Roebling at Brooklyn and 

 



Niagara.  Also many articles on bridge failures, etc., 
are available. 
And finally, the ASCE History and Her itage 
website, http://content.asce.org/history/index.html 
has much information regarding civil engineering 
history, including landmarks and a growing 
“Notables of Civil Engineering”  segment.  Check 
out Engineering History and Heritage links. 
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In the November issue, the bridge was the Cascade 
Wooden arch bridge designed and built by Julius 
Adams, an early president of the ASCE.  It had a 
span of 250’  and was built in 1848.  It was claimed 
to be the longest single span arch in the United 
States at the time.  It was removed after less than 10 
years when the Erie Railroad revised its alignment.  
The Engineer was A. P. Boller, an RPI graduate and 
one of the greatest engineers of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.  He was noted primarily for his 
swing bridges, including the Thames River swing in 
New London, Ct. with a length of 503’ .  This was 
the longest swing bridge in the United States at the 
time. (See Vol. I, Biographical Dictionary of 
American Civil Engineers, page 10, available on 
ASCE website) 
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Ingall’s Building, 1903 – First Reinforced Concrete 
Office Building, Cincinnati Ohio, designated 1973 
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Mormon Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Utah.  Built 
1867, designated 1971 
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Aldrich, Mark,  Death Rode the Rails, American 
Railroad Accidents and Safety 1828-1965, Johns 
Hopkins Press, 2006 (a little late but a great book) 
 
Morris. Ojalvo, Three Hundred Years of Bar 
Theory, J. Struct. Engrg., Volume 133, Issue 12, pp. 
1686-1689 (December 2007) 
 
Rogers, Jerry, Editor, Environmental and Water 
Resources: Milestones in Engineering History 
Proceedings of Sessions of World Environmental 
and Water Resources Congress 2007, May 15–19, 
2007, Tampa, Florida, USA 
 
Society for the History of Technology,  Annual 
meeting, October 19, 2007.  See 
http://fiftieth.shotnews.net/?cat=5 for a listing of 
papers submitted. Henry Petroski from H & H was a 
panel member, along with David Billington, in a 
session entitled History Informing Practice: The 
History of Technology in Engineer ing 
 
Weingardt, Richard,    Nathan M. Newmark, 
Structural Dynamics Innovator Extraordinaire,  
Structure Magazine,  December 2007, pages 62-65 
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