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Scholarship Information

The Seattle Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) has established a scholarship 
program in memory of R. H. Thomson, an outstanding engineer and a significant contributor to the development 
of the City of Seattle.

Applications must be sent to the R. H. Thomson Memorial Scholarship Committee at the address shown 
on the application form and postmarked on or before February 15th.  The name(s) of the recipient(s) of the R. H. 
Thomson Memorial Scholarship will be announced on or before May 1st.

Purpose
The R. H. Thomson Memorial Scholarship Program is established to recognize, encourage, and assist promising 
students who have expressed interest in pursuing a career in the field of Civil Engineering.

Committee
The R. H. Thomson Memorial Scholarship Committee will evaluate all submitted applications and select the 
candidate who will receive the scholarship.

Format
The R. H. Thomson Memorial Scholarship Program will recognize eligible students at any point in their educa-
tion after their junior year in high school.  The amount of the annual disbursement of awards is scheduled to 
provide an increasing level of encouragement and financial assistance as the recipient progresses toward receipt 
of a Bachelor or Master of Science degree in Civil Engineering.

Eligibility
To be eligible for the R. H. Thomson Memorial Scholarship, candidates shall be a currently enrolled student in 
good standing as:

• A high school senior at a high school within the nine-county geographical area allotted to the Seattle
Section, ASCE, or;

• A student at a community college within the state of Washington, or;

• A freshman, sophomore, junior, senior, or graduate student attending an Accreditation Board of En-
gineering Technology (ABET) accredited college or university offering degrees in Civil Engineering,
and;

• Shall be a resident (home residence at the time of graduation from high school) of the nine-county
geographical area allotted to the Seattle Section of ASCE, and;

• Shall have demonstrated an intent to enter into and to continue a course of study leading to a Bachelor
or Master of Science degree in the field of Professional Civil Engineering (inclusive of currently ac-
cepted specialties, such as structural, environmental, or hydraulic engineering), and;

• Shall be a citizen of the United States of America.

April 25th.
June 30th.



The Seattle Section includes the counties of San Juan, Whatcom, Skagit, Snohomish, Island, Clallam, Jef-
ferson, Kitsap, and King.

Application
The candidate’s application shall contain the following:
• A current resume addressing the eligibility criteria stated above, the current cumulative grade point averages

(and basis) for all high school and college level courses taken, and a brief summary of work experience and
pertinent extracurricular activities in which the candidate has been involved, and;

• Letters of recommendations from three sponsors who are either faculty members or Registered Engineers,
which in all cases must be based upon the sponsor’s personal knowledge of the candidate’s potential as an
engineer as evidenced by factors that do not rely solely or primarily on grade point average or college aptitude
tests, and;

• Three short (100 to 150 words each) dissertations prepared by the candidate which address the following top-
ics:

• The candidate’s career goals;
• The candidate’s work, educational, or life experience;
• The candidate’s school activities.

The three sponsors’ recommendations are to be submitted directly to the R. H. Thomson Memorial Scholarship 
Committee at the address shown on the application form, with the envelope marked to indicate “R. H. Thom-
son Memorial Scholarship Submittal” and the text of the recommendation indicating the candidate’s name on 
all pages.  Each sponsor shall be advised by the candidate that telephone inquiries may result.  The convenient 
times for such inquiries should be established by the sponsor and submitted with the recommendation package.  
Distribution of copies of the submitted recommendation to the candidate will be at the sponsor’s discretion.  
However, the original recommendation will be considered confidential until such time as the sponsor specifi-
cally authorizes the committee to release the contents of the recommendation.

Application Evaluation and Selection
Applications submitted by candidates will be evaluated by the R. H. Thomson Memorial Scholarship Commit-
tee.

Initial ranking of finalist selection(s) will be based on comparisons of all applicants’ total awarded 
scores from five categories in the preliminary scoring phase, with a total of 80 points available in that phase.  
Finalists will participate in an interview, with 20 additional points available.  Finalists not selected for a major 
award may receive a minor award, the amount of which is to be established.
Preliminary Scoring Phase

Grade Point Average	 15 Points Maximum
Recommendations*	 30 Points Maximum
Career Goal*	 15 Points Maximum
Work, Education, or Life Experiences	 10 Points Maximum
School Activities	 10 Points Maximum
Total Preliminary Points Available	 80 Points Maximum

Final Phase Scoring
Interview	 20 Points Maximum
Total Points Available	 100 Points Maximum

* The dissertation on career
goals and the recom-
mendations from spon-
sors should include a
statement on why the
applicant will be pursuing
a career in civil engi-
neering and/or why the
applicant is qualified to
pursue a career/course in
civil engineering.



The listed weighting of points available for the individual components of the candidate’s application is intended 
to emphasize the importance of sponsors’ evaluations of student potential that may or may not be evidenced by 
scholastic achievement or the results of standard testing procedures.

Evaluations of “work, educational, or life experiences” will recognize that not all working students may 
have had employment opportunities in the field of civil engineering or construction.

The interviews to be conducted in the final phase will be carried out by the Committee at a time and 
place established by them.  Should time or distance constraints dictate, the interview may be carried out by tele-
conference call or by designated representatives of the Committee.

The selection made by the Committee shall be final.

Award Format
In order to provide an increasing level of support and encouragement to recipients of scholarship awards, funds 
will be disbursed over time with an increasing amount provided each year for up to four years.  The percentage 
of the award disbursed per year will depend upon the point in the recipient’s college career at which the award 
is made, as established in Table 1.

The award will be given to the recipient at the beginning of the school year as shown below.

Table 1.  Schedule of Award Disbursements

Year of Award	 Year of Disbursement	
Freshman	 Sophomore	 Junior	 Senior	 Graduate

1st	 2nd

Year	 Year
High School	 10%	 20%	 30%	 40%		
Senior
Freshman		 20%	 30%	 50%		
Sophomore			 40%	 60%		
Junior 100%		

-if planning to 50%	 50% 
attend graduate 
school				

Senior						
-if planning to 100% 
attend graduate 
school for  
one year				
-if planning to 50%	 50% 
attend graduate 
school for  
two years			

A recipient whose award is to be disbursed over more than one year and who is scheduled to receive a scholar-
ship award for the coming year shall submit evidence that he/she is a student in good standing in a course of 
study leading to a Bachelor or Master of Science in Civil Engineering (or one of the recognized sub-specialties 
thereof, such as structural, environmental, hydraulic, etc.) at an ABET accredited college or university.  This 
information shall be sent to the Chair of the Committee on or before September 30th.  If the information is not 
received by this date, the recipient will forfeit all claims to the undisbursed portion of awards.
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Seattle Section 

American Society of Civil Engineers 

R. H. Thomson Memorial Scholarship Program 

Scholarship Application - 2021 

Please complete all sections of this application and mail to:  

Cal Bearman 

c/o J.S. Held 

18372 Redmond Way 

Redmond, WA 98052 

 

Or by e-mail to cbearman@jsheld.com 

 

 

Date of application: _________________________  

Name: __________________________________________________ Age: ________________  
Present address: ________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________ Phone: _________________  

High school graduated from: ______________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________ Zip: _________  

Home address at time of graduation from high school: ____________________________  

Birthdate: ___________________________________ Citizenship: _______________________  

Parent/Guardian: _______________________________________ Phone: _________________  

Address: ________________________________________________________________  

School now attending: _____________________________________________________ 

School expecting to attend next year: __________________________________________  

Current school year (circle one):    H.S. Senior    Freshman    Sophomore    Junior    Senior    Grad  

Previous junior college, college, or university attendance: course of study; degree, if any:  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Current grade point average: ___________________  

 

 
* These items are required elements of the application, including letters of recommendation from the sponsors. 
The sponsors are requested to write a letter of support as outlined in the Scholarship Program description.  








