THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS,

SEATTLE SECTION

Ms 66

BACKGROUND:

The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), originally formed in 1852 as the “American Society of Civil Engineers and Architects,” is the oldest national engineering society in the United States.  Recognizing the importance of the Pacific Northwest to the engineering profession, the ASCE held its 44th annual national convention in Seattle in 1912.  This convention was so successful that within a year, three Seattle engineers Samuel H. Hedges, Ernest B. Hussey, and Joseph Jacobs founded the Seattle Section of the ASCE on June 30, 1913.  Since its founding, the Seattle Section of the ASCE has reflected the development and economic fortunes of the area.

Throughout its history, the Seattle section of the society has been active in serving the welfare of its members and the community.  Aside from the promotion of the engineering profession, the Seattle section has been active in the recommendation on the appointment of public officials, especially those involved in construction and engineering.  The society’s political efforts have also included being involved in relevant legislation concerning the engineering profession and the registration of members.  Members of the society have had an impact on public works in Washington State, including the development of Seattle’s first harbor, recommending locations for Interstate 5 through Seattle in 1957 and a cross-sound ferry terminal in 1961, and aiding in setting up a 38 million dollar construction program for the City of Seattle as part of the re-employment efforts following World War II.

Aside from promoting civil engineering projects, the section speaks as a unified voice for all civil engineers.  The section was at the forefront of the civil rights movement by recognizing and promoting the equal rights and abilities of minorities.  Also promoted by the section are awards for outstanding achievement in the engineering profession and a code of ethics to aid members in their pursuit of professional excellence.  Aiding engineering students through the student chapters at the University of Washington and Seattle University also promotes the profession to a new generation of engineers.  Although these are all important goals of the Seattle section, its most important role is the making available to the public the technical skills to advance projects and proposals for private and public institutions.  “The advancement of the science and profession of engineering” had always been the objective of the society as it leads its members into many activities that are in the public interest. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT:




This collection Ms 66 should be used in conjunction with the American Society

Of Civil Engineers, Seattle Section manuscript collection Ms 35 also housed at the Washington State Historical Society.  The materials contained in Ms 35 primarily deal with the organizational structure and workings of the American Society of Civil Engineers, Seattle Section (ASCE) during the 1940s through the early to mid-1980s, along with documentation of the ASCE’s various activities, political interests, and professional development issues of that period.  Although there is some overlap in
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records between Ms 66 and the earlier collection, this collection’s strengths are the ASCE’s role in the professional engineering arena throughout the Puget Sound region of Washington from the late 1970s through 1994.

Much of the correspondence, meeting agendas and notices, minutes, and financial records (which make up a significant bulk of the collection) are concerned with the functioning of the ASCE as an organization; reports required by the national office; national office memos and responses; and routine correspondence between members of the Board of Directors and members and other associations and organizations involved in the engineering and allied professional and technical fields.

The correspondence files appear primarily to be incoming and outgoing correspondence associated with the President, Secretary, and Treasurer of the Executive Board.  For several years, it was very evident that the correspondence in certain files related specifically to the Section’s Treasurer, in which case those files are so noted.

Of particular note in this collection is correspondence, reports, and committee activities that relate to professional issues within the engineering field, particularly regulatory practices, licensing, and other matters legislated by state government; controversial engineering projects within the region; and responses to professional and state government request for opinions.  For example, in 1987 ASCE’s concern about the City of Seattle’s implementation of Metro’s secondary sewage treatment program, and in particular, Metro’s application for a plan shoreline permit resulted in a prepared paper outlining ASCE’s support of the West Point alternate site.  In 1986 and 1987, the Seattle Section of the ASCE issued opinions and/or reports on the gas tax issue to support state of Washington transportation funding.  In response to a 1989 state request, ASCE developed a position paper on engineering preparedness in case of earthquakes in the Puget Sound region.  Another position paper, on the “1990 Recommended Plan” for transportation in the Puget Sound region, was prepared by the appropriate committee and members of the Seattle Section.

Committee records tend to be sporadic.  In most cases, committee chair reports to the Executive Board were maintained in Correspondence since they were addressed to the President and were found in that office’s files.  Although the ASCE at times distinguished between committees and technical groups, in the file listing, all such subdivisions are listed under the heading of Committee.

The Treasurer’s Reports usually consist of 10 reports throughout the fiscal year (October through September) that list revenues and expenditures in some detail against the approved annual budget

ASCE’s commitment to continuing education and professional practices is evidenced throughout the collection, not only in related committee activities, but also in the Seattle Section’s relationship with the state legislative process.  For example, in 1988 there is correspondence between ASCE and the Washington Department of Ecology over a draft of the state’s one-year certification program guidelines.  The following year, ASCE was concerned about the state’s proposal relating to the stamping of plans and documents as prepared by engineers within the state.

The collection contains several years of records relating to the ASCE’s relationship with the Architects & Engineering Legislative Council, which seems to have been a clearinghouse of legislative issues deemed important to the allied professions.  That file (1977-1989) is fairly significant in gaining a greater appreciation and understanding of the types of legislative issues that concerned the ASCE and the engineering community it served.

The minutes of the Executive Board of the ASCE are fairly complete and provide a good record of decisions made by that Board on behalf of the Seattle Section as a whole.  Of equal interest is the supportive material attached to Executive Board meeting agendas that very often contained the background material upon which discussion ensued 
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and decisions were reached.  Viewed in conjunction with the actual minutes recording decisions and discussions, the files listed under the heading Meetings: Agendas & Notices – Executive Board can be very useful in better understanding the background and context for ASCE decision making.
INCLUSIVE DATES:
1972-1998


RESTRICTIONS:  None
VOLUME:  5.2 Linear Feet
ACCESSION #:  1996.18
ACCESSION DATE:  1996
FILE LISTING:


BOX 1:  ANNUAL REPORTS

1. Annual Report:  American Society of Civil Engineers  1974

2. Annual Report:  American Society of Civil Engineers  1979

3. Annual Report:  American Society of Civil Engineers  1981

4. Annual Report:  National Engineering Week  

 Seattle Section Participation  1989

5. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1975-1976

6. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1976-1977

7. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1977-1978

8. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1978-1979

9. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1979-1980

10. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1980-1981

11. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1981-1982

12. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1982-1983

13. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1983-1984

14. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1984-1985

15. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1985-1986

16. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1986-1987

17. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1987-1988

18. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1988-1989

19. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1989-1990

20. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE 

 w/original components  1989-1990

21. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1990-1991

22. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  

 w/original components  1990-1991

23. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1991-1992

24. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1992-1993
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25. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE  1993-1994

26. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE - Yearbook  1975

27. Annual Report:  Seattle Section ASCE - Yearbook  1977

28. Annual Report:  Student Chapter ASCE - Seattle University  1976

29. Annual Report:  Student Chapter ASCE - Seattle University  1987

30. Annual Report:  Student Chapter ASCE - Seattle University  1988

31. Annual Report:  Student Chapter ASCE – Univ. of Washington  1976

BOX 2:  ANNUAL REPORTS, AWARDS, COMMITTEES, 

  AND CORRESPONDENCE  (1972 – 1983)

1. Annual Report:  Student Chapter ASCE – Univ. of Washington  1981

2. Annual Report:  Student Chapter ASCE – Univ. of Washington  1982

3. Annual Report:  Student Chapter ASCE – Univ. of Washington 1983

4. Annual Report:  Student Chapter ASCE – Univ. of Washington 1984

5. Annual Report:  Student Club ASCE – Seattle University  1978

6. Annual Report:  Student Club ASCE – Seattle University  1979

7. Annual Report:  Student Club ASCE – Seattle University  1981

8. Annual Report:  Student Club ASCE – Seattle University  1983

9. Annual Report:  Student Club ASCE – Seattle University  1984

10. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1986  

   Requirements and evaluation criteria  

11. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1987

   Submittal – Municipality of Metropolitan Seattle:

   Renton Treatment Plant Effluent Transfer System

   Outfall Project, Renton, WA

12. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1988

   First Place – Blazier Engineers: Pump Station No.12 

   Renovation, Bellevue, WA

13. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1988

   Runner Up – Shannon & Wilson: Picnic Point Bridge

   Replacement, Snohomish, WA

14. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1988

   Submittals, Other – Harper-Owes: Leachate Collection

   and Pre-Treatment Facilities, Cedarville Landfill, 

   Whatcom Co., WA

15. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1988

   Submittals, Other – Reid, Middleton & Assoc: East Whitney

   Hill Slide, King Co., WA

16. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1988

   Submittals, Other – Reid, Middleton & Assoc: 100th Ave. NE, 

   Sidewalk and Wall Improvements, Bellevue, WA

17. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1989

   First Place – P.E.I. Consultants, Inc: Sewer Outreach

   Program – Phase IV, West Ruffner Street, Seattle, WA
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18. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1989

   Runner-Up: Kramer, Chin & Mayo, Inc: Red Brick Road

   1901-1989, King Co., WA

19. Awards:  ASCE Outstanding Local Civil Engineering Project  1989

   Submittals, Other – Reid Middleton, Inc: Kirkland Tour 

   Boat Dock, Kirkland, WA

20. Awards:  General Information

21. Awards:  Seattle Section ASCE

22. Committee:  Associate Member  1978-1984

       Changed to: Younger Member Forum

23. Committee:  Audit  1972-1995

24. Committee:  Awards  1972-1992

25. Committee:  Budget  1973-1986

26. Committee:  Community Projects  1978-1982

27. Committee:  Community Projects – Snoqualmie Falls Cavity Generating

        Station  1979-1982

28. Committee:  Community Projects – Snoqualmie Falls Cavity Generating

        Station  1979-1982

        Young, Lewis F. “History of the Cavity Generating Station

        of the Puget Sound Power & Light Co., Snoqualmie Falls.”

29. Committee:  Continuing Education  1977-1984

30. Committee:  Curriculum Advisory  1988

31. Committee:  Employment Guidelines Implementation  1977

32. Committee:  Energy Use & Conservation  1977-1984

33. Committee:  Geotechnical Group  1978-1989

34. Committee:  History and Heritage  1981-1994

35. Committee:  House and Hospitality  1972-1979

36. Committee:  Legislative  1977-1992

37. Committee:  Lifeline Earthquake Engineering  1989

38. Committee:  Marine Facilities Engineering  1983-1984 

39. Committee:  Membership  1983

40. Committee:  Minority Programs  1989

41. Committee:  Nominating  1974-1994

42. Committee:  Professional Practice  1973-1983

43. Committee:  Program  1976-1979

44. Committee:  Structures and Soils Mechanics Group  1977

45. Committee:  Structures Technical Group  1978-1982

46. Committee:  Student Chapter  1974-1984

47. Committee:  Thomson Scholarship  1991-1994

48. Committee:  Transportation & Urban Planning  1977-1989

49. Committee:  Water Resources & Environmental Technical 

        Group  1977-1994

50. Committee:  Waterways & Ports  1983

51. Correspondence:  1972-1974

52. Correspondence:  1975-1976

53. Correspondence:  1977 (Jan-June)

54. Correspondence:  1977 (July-Dec)

55. Correspondence:  1978
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56. Correspondence:  1979

57. Correspondence:  1980

58. Correspondence:  1981-1982
59. Correspondence:  1983
BOX 3:  CORRESPONDENCE (1984 – 1994), FINANCIAL (1973-1990)
1. Correspondence:  1984-1985

2. Correspondence:  1987

3. Correspondence:  1988 (Jan-June)

4. Correspondence:  1988 (July-Dec)

5. Correspondence:  1989 (Jan-May)

6. Correspondence:  1989 (June-Sept)

7. Correspondence:  1991

8. Correspondence:  1993

9. Correspondence:  1994

10. Correspondence:  Treasurer  1984-1989

11. Correspondence:  Treasurer  1990-1992

12. Correspondence:  Treasurer  1993-1994

13. Financial:  Budget – Annual  1973; 1985-1986 thru 1993-1994

14. Financial:  Dues Remittance  1975-1976

15. Financial:  Dues Remittance  1976-1977

16. Financial:  Dues Remittance  1977-1978

17. Financial:  Dues Remittance  1978-1979

18. Financial:  Dues Remittance  8-4-1990

19. Financial:  Dues Remittance (Partial)  10-1-1991

20. Financial:  Dues Remittance  9-1-1992

21. Financial:  Dues Remittance  9-1-1993

22. Financial:  General Ledger  1954-1965

     Note:  Oversized volume housed separately in BOX 6,

     (Flat Document Box)

23. Financial:  General Ledger Account Code  1975

24. Financial:  Investment Account – InterCapital Liquid Asset 

     Fund  1979-1980

25. Financial:  Investment Account – Dean Witter  1979-1987

26. Financial:  Investment Account – Dean Witter  1988-1994

27. Financial:  Investment Account – Dean Witter – Consolidated 

     Statement  1991-1994

28. Financial:  Investment Account – Dean Witter – Sears Liquid Asset 

     Fund  1984-1990

29. Financial:  Investment Account – Dean Witter – R. H. Thomson 

     Scholarship Fund  1993

30. Financial:  Investment Account – Dean Witter – U.S. Government 

     Securities Trust  1988-1990

31. Financial:  Investment Account – Foster & Marshall  1979
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32. Financial:  Jones, R & K, Charitable Trust  1978-1994

33. Financial:  Reports, Annual  1972-1976

34. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1972-1973

35. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1973-1974 thru 1976-1977

36. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1977-1978

37. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1978-1979

38. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1979-1980

39. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1980-1981

40. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1981-1982

41. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1983-1984

42. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1984-1985

43. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1985-1986

44. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1986-1987

45. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1987-1988

46. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1988-1989

47. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1989-1990

BOX 4:  FINANCIAL (1990-1998), HANDBOOKS, HISTORY, LEGAL,

  LEGISLATION, AND MEETINGS (1972-1990) 

1. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1990-1991

2. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1991-1992

3. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1992-1993

4. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1993-1994

5. Financial:  Treasurer’s Report  1997-1998

6. Handbook:  Duties and Procedures Manual  Jan 1981

7. Handbook:  Duties and Procedures Manual Jan 1982 Revised

8. Handbook:  Duties and Procedures Manual 1985 Revised

9. Handbook:  Guide for Section Financial

      Management/Accounting Procedures  [1971]

10. Handbook:  Guide for Section Financial

      Management/Accounting Procedures  1987

11. Handbook:  Guide for Section & Branch Financial

      Management/Accounting Procedures  Revised n.d.

12. Handbook:  Guide to Successful Section and Branch

       Operations

13. Handbook:  Guidelines for the Employment of Professional 

       Engineers [1975]

14. Handbook:  Guidelines for the Employment of Professional 

       Engineers – Preliminary Draft [1975] 

15. Handbook:  National Convention Program Guide  1984

16. Handbook:  Operations Manual, Pacific 



      Northwest Council, ASCE  1972 edition

17. Handbook:  Policy Document Book  July 1993

18. Handbook:  Professional Activities in ASCE  1987

19. Handbook:  Starting and Sustaining a Water Resources Technical Group

       at the Section/Branch Level ASCE  Sept. 1983
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20. History:  Biographical Sketch

  McNeese, Donald C.  1917-1979 (2 copies)

21.
History:  Collection – Thomson, R.H.,

1/7

  Records, listing and selected photocopies

  of collection housed at University of Washington

22.
History:  Collection – Thomson, R.H.,

2/7

  Records, listing and selected photocopies

  of collection housed at University of Washington

23.
History:  Collection – Thomson, R.H.,

3/7

  Records, listing and selected photocopies

  of collection housed at University of Washington

  R.H. Thomson Sketches: 1877-1932

24.
History:  Collection – Thomson, R.H.,

4/7

  Records, listing and selected photocopies





  of collection housed at University of Washington





  Notebook re. Cedar River & Studies on River Flow

25.
History:  Collection – Thomson, R.H.,

5/7

  Records, listing and selected photocopies





  of collection housed at University of Washington

26.
History:  Collection – Thomson, R.H.,

6/7

  Records, listing and selected photocopies




               of collection housed at University of Washington

27.
History:  Collection – Thomson, R.H.,

7/7

  Records, listing and selected photocopies





  of collection housed at University of Washington

28.
History:  History & Heritage Kit, ASCE

1979

29.
History:  The History of the Seattle Section of ASCE  1988

30.
History:  The History of the Seattle Section of ASCE (edited 1989)

31.
History:  Smith Building, Seattle




  Copy of article from Engineering News (11-14-1912),

  “Concrete Pile Footings for the 42-Story L.C. Smith

  Building, Seattle, Wash.”


32. Legal:  Constitution and By-Laws

33. Legal:  Resolution of Authority to Act on Behalf of 

Seattle Section ASCE  Nov. 8, 1978

34. Legislation:  Architects & Engineers Legislative Council  1977-1989


35. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1972-1974

36. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1974-1975 

37. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1975-1976

38. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1976-1977

39. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1977-1978

40. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1978-1979

41. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1979-1980

42. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1980-1981

43. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1981-1982

44. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1982-1983

45. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1983-1984
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46. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1987-1988

47. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1988-1989

48. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1989-1990

BOX 5:  MEETINGS (1991-1994), MEMBERSHIP LISTS, NEWSLETTERS, 


  POSITION PAPERS, REPORTS, AND STUDENT CHAPTERS

1. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1991-1992

2. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1992-1993

3. Meetings:  Agendas & Notices – Executive Board  1993-1994

4. Meetings:  Calendar of Monthly Activities  [1980s]

5. Meetings:  Conferences: Current Water Resources Issues in Western

    Washington – Seattle, 1994

6.
Meetings:  Conferences: Pacific Northwest Construction Expo

     Seattle, 1984

7.
Meetings:  Conferences – Pacific Northwest Council  1973-1983

8.
Meetings:  Conferences: Wastewater Quality Management 
    and Treatment – Seattle, 1977
9. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1972-1973

10. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1973-1974

11. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1974-1975

12. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1975-1976

13. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1976-1977

14. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1978-1979

15. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1979-1980

16. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1980-1981

17. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1981-1982

18. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1982-1983

19. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1983-1984

20. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1984-1985

21. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1986-1987

22. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1987-1988

23. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1988-1989

24. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1991-1992

25. Meetings:  Minutes – Executive Board  1993-1994

26. Meetings:  Kitsap Branch  1981-1984

27. Meetings:  Seattle Section  1974-1989

28. Membership:  Honorary – Application for Stanley D. Wilson  1984

29. Membership Lists:  Address Changes  1977-1982

30. Membership Lists:  Address Changes  1983-1985

31. Membership Lists:  Address Labels  [1982-1983]

32. Membership Lists:  Dues Arrear Lists  1983

33. Membership Lists:  Dues Paying Members  1978-1979

34. Membership Lists:  Life Members  1989

35. Membership Lists:  Membership Directory - Seattle Section  1988

36. Membership Lists:  Membership Directory – Seattle Section  1991-1993
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37. Membership Lists:  Membership Roster – 

      Individual Committees  [1984-1985]

38. Membership Lists:  Membership Status Records – 

      Seattle Section  1982-1983

39. Membership Lists:  Officers & Committees  1973-1994

40.
Newsletter:  Miscellaneous titles

41.
Newsletter:  Seattle Section ASCE  1971-1972

42.
Newsletter:  Seattle Section ASCE  1973-1974

43.
Newsletter:  Seattle Section ASCE  1975-1976

44. Newsletter:  Seattle Section ASCE  1977-1978

45. Newsletter:  Seattle Section ASCE  1978-1980

46. Newsletter:  Seattle Section ASCE  1981-1982

47. Newsletter:  Seattle Section ASCE  1985-1988

48. Newsletter:  Seattle Section ASCE  1989-1992

49. Newsletter:  Seattle Section ASCE  1993-1994

50. Newsletter:  Section Informant  1991-1994

51. Pacific Northwest Council  1973-1974

52. Pamphlet:  ASCE Official Register  1988

53. Photographs:  Installation  1981

54. Position Paper:  “1990 Recommended Plan”

for Transportation in the Puget Sound Region  Draft n.d.

55. Position Paper:  Responses to Earthquake Queries  1989

56. Position Paper:  Washington State Gas Tax Increase  11-11-1986

57. Programs:  ASCE US/Japanese Engineers Exchange Program  1978



58.
Report:  Civil Engineer Employers – Greater 

 Seattle Area Directory  1977

59.
Report:
 COSOPO Task Force Committee on Strategic Planning – 

 Interim Report  August, 1984



60.
Report:  Employment Base Salary Survey -
 





 Pacific Northwest Council  1979

61.
Report:  Iron Goat Trail (Stevens Pass) –
Four Year Progress  1987-1990

62.
Report:  Questionnaire on Pending Regional Northwest Electric 

 Power Legislation  1978


63.
Report:  Seattle Section Annual Report to Pacific 

 Northwest Council  1977, 1978, 1987

64.
Report:  Seattle Section 75th Anniversary Party 

 Planning Committee  1989

65.
Report:  Strategic Planning Project/Development of Vision, 

 Mission & Goals ASCE  – Draft  9-21-1994

66. Student Chapter:  Seattle University  1993

67. Student Chapter:  University of Washington  1979-1980

BOX 6:  FINANCIAL:  GENERAL LEDGER 1954-1965
