
ASCE St. Louis Section Annual Awards Dinner 2019  
The 2019 Annual Awards Dinner was held on Friday, September 13 at Barnett on Washington. Special 
thanks to Britt Marron, the Annual Dinner Chair for a wonderful evening at an incredible venue! 

ASCE ST. LOUIS SECTION SCHOLARSHIPS 
The ASCE St. Louis Section Annual Scholarships are awarded in recognition of membership in an ASCE Student 
Chapter, enrollment as a civil engineering student, excellence in academic performance, and active participation 
in issues reflecting the role of engineers in the advancement of our society. Each of the Section’s universities is 
solicited for nominations. The scholarship awards were presented by President Chad Schrand and Past President 
Lyle Simonton. 
 

Nicholas Sokolis 
Saint Louis 
University 

 
 

Brooke Dean 
University of 

Missouri – 
Columbia 

 

Jessica Kurpius  
Southern Illinois 

University – 
Carbondale 

 

Alison Bader 
Missouri University 

of Science and 
Technology 

    

2019 MIKE ALIZADEH / GEOTECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Mike Alizadeh scholarship is awarded due to a generous endowment by the Alizadeh family, in recognition 
of pursuing a masters degree in Civil or Geological Engineering with a geotechnical or environmental emphasis 
at a midwestern university. The scholarships awards were presented by President Chad Schrand and Past 
President Lyle Simonton who is also the Alizadeh Scholarship Chairman. 

 

1st Place – Vanessa LeBow 
University of Arkansas 

 

2nd Place – Nirajan Gaihre 
Southern Illinois University 

– Carbondale 

3rd Place – Elgin Burton 
University of Missouri – 

Columbia 
 

   



2019 SEI – ST. LOUIS CHAPTER STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 

SCHOLARSHIP 
The St. Louis Chapter Structural Engineering scholarship is awarded in recognition of pursuing a masters degree 
in Civil or Structural Engineering with a structural emphasis at a midwestern university. The scholarship award 
was presented by President Chad Schrand. 
 

 

 

Jace McGuire 

Southern Illinois University 

– Edwardsville 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION AWARDS 

2019 Professional Recognition Award Winner – 

W. Eric Showalter, Ph.D., P.E., LEEP A.P., M. ASCE 

 

The Professional Recognition Award recognizes the importance of professional attainment in the advancement 
of the science and profession of engineering and is presented to a Member of the St. Louis Section of ASCE who 
has made substantial contributions to the engineering profession and the St. Louis Section.  This year’s 
Professional Recognition Award goes to Dr. W. Eric Showalter. 

Dr. Showalter has spent 24 years in service to the Civil Engineering Profession as a faculty member, the last 19 in 
Missouri at Missouri University of Science and Technology. In that time, he has risen to the rank of Teaching 
Professor and was the third person to achieve that rank at S&T. He teaches, advises students, advises several 
student organizations in Civil Engineering, and promotes the profession on and off campus.  
 
Dr. Showalter deeply enjoys teaching and interacting with students. He has averaged in excess of 400 weighted 
student credit hours per semester for 10 years. One of his great honors was in the Fall of 2018 when students 
elected him as a Chapter Honor Member of Chi Epsilon, the honors society of civil engineering nationally.   
 
In addition to the active learning classes, Dr. Showalter is active in the Engineers without Borders (EWB) 
organization.  He brings international experience from his Fulbright Fellowship and dedication to EWB students 
and the people they serve internationally. Dr. Showalter is also the primary contact with many other societies 
and professional contacts nationally and particularly in the St. Louis area. He has advised students to the ASCE 
concrete canoe competition and served as ASCE faculty advisor. Through his mentoring, instruction, and 
guidance, Dr. Showalter clearly has the biggest impact of any individual in the state of Missouri, promoting the 
career guidance, preparation and advancement of over 150 new engineers annually as they enter the profession 
and begin the most formative stages of their careers.  
 
Off campus Dr. Showalter has several service roles that impact the civil engineering profession. He is a board 
member of the Construction Forum Education Foundation whose goal is to get more people interested in the 
industry, from skilled labor to engineering. He serves the board with Salem High School bringing a construction 
trades classes back to the students. He also gives his time and effort to his community as Vice Secretary of the 
Rolla Municipal Utilities, donating his time to oversee our water and electric service utility. In addition, he has 
been on awards panels for the AGC in St. Louis section, and he also serves on the Kansas City board for the 
Builders Association. For several years, he also presented PE review sessions in St. Louis through MSPE and on 
line as well as FE preparation review sessions at S&T.  



2019 Young Engineer Award for Professional Achievement 
Jiaman Xu, P.E., A.M. ASCE 

 

The Young Engineer Award recognizes professional contributions of younger members to the Society and to the 
St. Louis Section and is presented annually to a Member of the St. Louis Section of ASCE who is judged to have 
attained significant professional achievement, and who is less than 35 years of age.  This year’s Professional 
Recognition Award goes to Ms. Jiaman Xu. 
 
Jiaman Xu graduated from University of Missouri – Columbia in 2014 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering and she was on Dean’s List every semester and served as secretary of Civil Engineering Honor 
Society – Chi Epsilon Mizzou Chapter. Jiaman received her Master of Engineering in Energy, Environmental, and 
Chemical Engineering from Washington University in St. Louis in 2015. 
 
She currently works as a Project Engineer at Civil Design, Inc. in the Water Resources Group and she became a 
registered PE this year. Her experience includes wastewater treatment facility design, wastewater collection 
system design, lagoon closure plan, flow meter analysis, pump station and force main design, and environmental 
permitting. Jiaman has been an active ASCE member since 2016. She currently serves as a Committee Member 
of ASCE/EWRI Stormwater Web Portal Committee, Secretary of ASCE/EWRI Local Activities Council, Chair of 
ASCE/EWRI Spring Seminar Planning Committee, and EWRI STL Chapter Representative. 
 
Other highlights include: 

● 2017 Graduate of the Emerging Leading Program developed by CDI 
● Member of the Civil Growth Committee developed by CDI 



2019 Service to People Award 

Shonnah Paredes, M.A., MBA 

 

To bring public recognition to individuals who have performed outstanding service to people in their 
communities and to further public understanding and recognition of the identification “Civil Engineering - A 
People-Serving Profession”, the St. Louis Section grants the Service to People Award to an individual who is 
judged to have performed significant service to the community in connection with planning, design or 
construction of the people serving works of the civil engineering profession. This years’ Service to People Award 
goes to Ms. Shonnah Paredes. 
 
Shonnah Paredes is a Manager of Diversity Programs for the Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District (MSD) and has 
been spearheading initiatives for diversity and inclusion for more than 20 years. In her role at MSD Shonnah 
provides senior management oversight of MSD's Minority and Women Business Utilization Programs and 
supplier diversity for the multi-million-dollar Capital Improvement and Replacement Program. In addressing 
challenges to bridge the gaps defined by MSD's 2012 Disparity Study, Shonnah is credited with developing new 
diversity programs that are yielding excellent results to promote opportunities for expansion and growth of 
minority- and women-owned businesses within the communities served by MSD.  
 
For the most recent fiscal year ending June 30, 2018, minorities and women exceeded $41M in active contract 
payments and received over $85M in commitments for new work in construction. Additionally, minority and 
women design services firms were paid $17.4M. Minorities and women in the workforce accounted for more 
than two million hours worked on MSD projects.  
 
Shonnah has made great strides to move the needle forward in the area of diversity and fostering greater 
participation for minorities and women in the region. She's developed training programs for disadvantaged 
minorities and women to work in the tunneling industry, MSD's Building Union Diversity (BUD) pre-
apprenticeship Program, a scholarship program for Treatment Plant Operators through SIU-Edwardsville 
Environmental Resource Training Center Certification Program, and sponsors paid summer internships at MSD 
for disadvantaged high school and college students.  
 
A graduate of Webster University, Shonnah earned a MBA and Masters in Human Resource Management. She 
received a Bachelor of Business Administration from Fontbonne University. Shonnah is a licensed Missouri Real 
Estate Broker and served on the Board of Commissioners for the City of St. Louis Housing Authority for 10 years.  



PROJECT OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Poplar Street Bridge Widening and Rehabilitation 

 

Civil Engineering achievement within the St. Louis Section is recognized annually by ASCE with the selection of a 
“St. Louis Section Project of the Year Award”.  The Award is given for achievement—not to an individual—so 
that the many individuals who have worked on the project are recognized as having contributed.  Basis for the 
Award is “an engineering project that demonstrates the greatest engineering skills and represents the greatest 
contribution to civil engineering progress and mankind.” 
 
This year’s Project of the Year Award goes to the “Poplar Street Bridge Widening and Rehabilitation” project. 

HDR completed the design and construction management for the widening of rehabilitation of Poplar Street 
Bridge. The Poplar Street Bridge widening and rehabilitation project (completed in December 2018) used 
innovation and cooperation to improve mobility and solve decades old problems on the Poplar Street Bridge and 
its numerous ramps. The Poplar Street Bridge is a five span (300’-500-600-500'-265') 2,165' long structure which 
carries l-64, 1-55 and 1-70 over the Mississippi River in downtown St. Louis and is the primary commuter route 
connecting Missouri and Illinois. The bridge is actually twin Eastbound and Westbound Structures originally 
designed to carry 4 lanes of traffic each way. It consists of variable depth steel box girders (25' max. depth) with 
an orthotropic steel deck on a shared substructure. The Missouri Department of Transportation hired HDR to 
provide the following improvements to the Poplar Street Bridge and its Ramps:  

1)  Increase lane capacity of the EB Bridge from 4 to 5 lanes conjunction with improving the interchange ramp 
structures on the Missouri side  

2)  Provide a new and improved riding surface  

3)  Rehabilitate the bridge superstructure and substructure  
 
On March 31, 2018, the EB Poplar Street Bridge was successfully moved (slid) 9’ to the south. This was a major 
project milestone, a landmark engineering feat, and a significant media story in the St. Louis region. The Poplar 
Street Bridge was the longest and heaviest existing bridge to ever be lifted and moved in the United States. The 
slide took approximately 2.5 hours total using a system of hydraulic jacks located at six piers. 
 
The Poplar Street Bridge is a critical bridge connecting Illinois to Missouri. The Missouri Department of 
Transportation hired HDR to design a solution to widen and rehabilitate the bridge. Construction management 
was provided by KCI Construction out of St. Louis, MO. 



Installation of the 2019-2020 Officers 

 

Pictured from Left to Right: Chad Schrand, Brent Vaughn, Jordan Pettibone, John Weiland, 

William S. Stahlman III, Melissa Rettig, and Chris Toenjes 

 

President Chad Schrand passing on the gable to President-elect Brent Vaughn 


