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President’s Message  

By Matthew D. Millias, P.E. 

Life Members 

The ASCE Syracuse Section would like to recognize six life members for their tremendous service to ASCE and 
the Civil Engineering Profession.  Effective January 2003, the following people became ASCE Life Members: 

William H. Hall John J. Keegan  Alexander A. Friedman  Lawrence W. Wormald   

John Sodja  William O. Thomas 

Our 2003 life members have been invited to this year’s Celebration of Technology Banquet on March 20, 2003. 

January 2003 Joint Dinner Meeting Recap 

The ASCE Syracuse Section joined the ASCE Syracuse University Chapter for its annual dinner meeting.  A 
student award (certificate and check for $250) was presented to SU Chapter President Craig Ponte for his outstanding 
efforts within the ASCE and University Community.  Following a great dinner at the Sheraton Syracuse University 
Hotel, Mr. James Stewart, P.E., Principal Geotechnical Engineer at the John P. Stopen Engineering Partnership, gave 
an insightful presentation on recent Onondaga County Projects.  The Metropolitan Treatment Plant Ammonia Stage 
III, the Hiawatha CSO, and the Kirkpatrick Street Pump Station projects were discussed from the vantage point of an 
engineer who has been intimately involved and regarded as one of Syracuse’s top geotechnical engineering talents.  
We thank Jim very much for taking the time to share his experiences and knowledge. 

Upcoming Clarkson University Joint Meeting 

Dr. Dmitry Garagash, the ASCE Clarkson University Chapter Advisor and Mr. Jon Tardiff, Chapter President, 
have expressed interest in conducting a joint dinner meeting with ASCE Syracuse Section.  Historically, there has 
been a joint meeting, but because of location, it has been difficult for many members to attend.  I wanted to reach out 
to our ASCE members in the Section’s northern area to gage their interest in participating in such an event.  Often 
neglected due to location, this is an opportunity to set up an event closer to our northern members.  The Section board 
is also looking for an outstanding Clarkson student to present an award to; the joint event will go a long way toward 
that end.  I will be conducting a database search and making more specific contacts, but please feel free to email me 
at Matt.Millias@Parsons.com if you have interest in getting together with the Clarkson students. 

ASCE Younger Member Group Formation 

Presently, the ASCE Syracuse Section does not have a Younger Member Group (defined as ASCE members 
under the age of 35 organized with specific goals and events).  Last year, the board appointed John Haberer as the 
Younger Member Chair to explore the possibility of forming a group that would operate under the Section’s direction 
but have specific events and/or roles of its own.  After attending the NYS Zone 1 Conference in January 2003, John 
has gathered the necessary information/procedures to form a group.  There was some lively discussion regarding the 



 

Younger Member Groups at the conference, even a debate on changing the name from “Young Members” to “Future 
Leaders” in order to entice participation. Please contact John if you are interested in participating or would like to ask 
him questions. 

 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 

 The first patrol will be on April 26, Onondaga County Earth Day, in the afternoon. 

  

HISTORY & HERITAGE 

"If there is a heaven for civil engineers, Brigadier General Egbert Ludovicus Viele is there,cursing his ill-
deserved obscurity and his lifelong rival Frederick Law Olmsted." 

 So begins the article titled Soldier of Misfortunein the January/February issue of the now defunct New York 
Alive.General Viele was a native of Saratoga County, West Point Class of 1847, Texas Indian War and Civil War 
Veteran. 

But civic improvements were his forte. In New York City from 1853 on he was responsible for many of the 
city's infrastructure improvements. He was proponent of drainage and sanitation schemes, mass transit and the 
development of the "Transvaal of New York," today's Upper West Side. 

He considered himself to be the "real" designer of Central Park. In 1853 he had the 840 acres of wasteland 
surveyed, mapped and a development plan drawn up. In 1856 his plan was informally adopted and construction 
started with him in charge as Chief Engineer. Politics got in the way and an English-born architect, Calvert Vaux, 
and his partner Frederick Olmsted wrested the project away from Viele. 

In 1876 Viele used his influence with the Sewer Department to see that Upper West Side received $300,000 
worth of sewers. 

As Parks Commissioner from 1880 to 1884 he was responsible for placing the first of many patriotic statues 
along Riverside Drive, a life-size statue of George Washington found in storage. It had been purchased during the 
Tweed era but never erected. 

The General died in 1902 and is buried in West Point's Old Cadet Cemetery in a 31-foot high granite pyramid, 
with bronze doors flanked by pairs of ornate Egyptian columns and carved sphinxes.  

  
 

ASCE 150TH ANNIVERSARY – THE CELEBRATION IS OVER, OR IS IT? 

By Craig F. Butler, P.E. 

As most of us know, ASCE celebrated the 150th anniversary of our society in 2002 with a full slate of programs 
at both the local and national levels.  The culminating event of the nationwide sesquicentennial program occurred at 
the ASCE National Conference and Exposition in Washington, D.C. last November.  Now that the confetti has all 
been swept up and the calendar has been turned to 2003, one could conclude that the “celebration” is over, and it’s 
time to return to our “normal” routine.  This would be a mistaken conclusion, however, since the real impetus of the 
150th anniversary program was not to serve as a one-shot extravaganza, but rather to form a solid basis for increasing 
the value of the society to our members. 

Let’s revisit the primary objectives of the 150th anniversary program: 



 

• Building a Sense of Pride among our Society members; 

• Increasing Public Awareness and Understanding of our civil engineering profession; 

• Preserving and Protecting the Heritage of Civil Engineering; 

• Exciting and Inspiring Dynamic Young People to join our profession, and; 

• Creating a Lasting Legacy for the profession and public we serve. 

It’s clear that these objectives should continue to be the bedrock foundation of our society, and the 
sesquicentennial program served as an excellent means to reinforce and invigorate these core values.  In the Syracuse 
Section, several programs that began as part of the 150th anniversary celebration, such as the “Building Big”/ “Build 
‘Em and Bust ‘Em”, West Point Bridge Engineering Design Contest, Section Golf Tournament, and History/Heritage 
observations are planned to be on our annual calendar of events for the foreseeable future.  In addition, the Syracuse 
Section of ASCE intends to maintain our strong ties with the Technology Alliance of Central New York (TACNY), 
which has been a mutually beneficial relationship.   

The Syracuse Section also intends to support other worthwhile programs that are consistent with our society’s 
goals.  These include our continued participation in the annual “Celebration of Technology” event, and our upcoming 
involvement with the Syracuse chapter of Habitat for Humanity.  Our hope is to build on the positive momentum 
generated by the 150th anniversary program, and to continue to create a strong and vibrant society that serves its 
members and others.  This can only be accomplished by the continued input and participation from our members in 
every corner of our Section.  I will conclude by expressing my heartfelt thanks to all of our members who have 
participated in any of the 150th anniversary events, and I hope to see you at many future Section gatherings. 

 

2003 ASCE Syracuse Section 

Program Schedule 

ASCE Event Tentative Date/Time Description 

Technology Alliance Banquet March 20, 2003 ASCE will participate in the 
dinner/awards banquet 

Continued Education Course April 2003 ASCE will sponsor a continued 
education course 

Joint Dinner Meeting with the 
ASCE Ithaca Section 

May 21, 2003 Syracuse/Ithaca will team up for a 
dinner/technical presentation by 
ASCE President Pat Galloway 

Syracuse Chiefs Baseball  
Game 

June 2003 Picnic and ballgame 

Adopt-A-Highway April 2003 – September 2003 4 patrols will be schedule to keep 
ASCE’s portion of I81 clean 

Board Meetings 1st Tuesday of each month; 
6:00PM at the Parsons 
Liverpool Office 

The ASCE Syracuse Section 
Board will meet.  ASCE members 
are welcome 



 

ASCE SYRACUSE SECTION BOARD MEMBERS 
 
2002-2003 OFFICERS 

 
President - Matt Millias, P.E.    
Parsons 
315-451-9560/315-451-9570(fax) 
email: Matt.Millias@Parsons.com 
 
President Elect - Tom Trytek, P.E. 
TDK Engineering Associates, P.C. 
315-672-8726/315-672-8732(fax) 
email: ttrytek@tdkengineering.com  
 
Vice President  – Joseph Way 
Stearns & Wheler LLC 
315-655-8161 ext. 288 
email: jtway@stearnswheler.com 
 
Director/Newsletter Editor  - Todd Musterait, P.E. 
Environmental Strategies Corporation 
315-655-3900/315-655-3907(fax) 
email:  tmusterait@esc-ny.com 
 
Director - Jeff Till, P.E. 
Onondaga County Health Dept., Div. of Env. Health 
315-435-6600/315-435-6606(fax) 
email: hlJTill@health.co.onondaga.ny.us 
 
Director -Tom Horth 
C&S Engineers, Inc. 
315-455-2000/315-455-9667(fax) 
email: thorth@cscos.com 
 

Immediate Past President/Student Practitioner 
(Clarkson) 

Chuck Stanton, P.E. 
C&S Engineers, Inc. 
315-455-2000/315-455-9667(fax) 
email: Cfstanton@cscos.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2002-2003 APPOINTMENTS 
 
Treasurer - Paul Sudol, P.E. 
Barton & Loguidice, PC 
315-457-5200/315-451-0052(fax) 
email: PSudol@BartonandLoguidice.com 
 
Secretary - Lance Ketcham, P.E. 
Blasland Bouck & Lee, Inc. 
315-446-9120 
email: LSK@BBL-INC.com 
 
District I Representative - Brad Smith, P.E. 
Stearns & Wheler 
315-655-8161/315-655-4180(fax) 
email:  Brad.Smith@StearnsWheler.com 
 
NSPE Liason - John Knox, P.E. 
Hydro-Environmental Technologies, Inc. 
315-437-3484/315-437-3161 
email:  JohnK@HydroEnvironmental.com 
 
Student Practitioner (SU) - Kathy Pollard 
Syracuse University Engineering Dept. Dean’s Office 
315-443-2545/315-443-4936(fax) 
email:  kfpollar@syr.edu 
 
Adopt-A-Highway/Heritage History Chair  
Jim Tyler 
 (315) 468-3798 
email: jhtyler@juno.com  
 
150th Committee Chair - Craig Butler, P.E. 
Parsons Engineering Science 
315-451-9560/315-451-9570(fax) 
email: Craig.Butler@Parsons.com 
 
Young Member Chair – John Haberer 
Barton & Loguidice, PC 
315-457-5200/315-451-0052(fax) 
email: jhaberer@BartonandLoguidice.com 
 
Continued Education Chair - Mitch Carmody, P.E. 
M.A. Bongiovanni, Inc. 
315-475-9937ext212/315-475-3620(fax) 
email: MCarmody@Prodigy.net  
 

 

 


