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Joint Meeting with S /9 eURER

Seattle ASCE Speaker: Randy Giles, P.E,
University of Washington Mechanical Engineering College

I-90 Snoqualmie
Pass East Project

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12"

Doubletree Guest Suites
16500 Southcenter Pkwy
Tukwila, WA

I-90 Snoqualmie Pass East Project

Welcome: 5:30pm
Dinner: 6:15pm
Program: 7:15pm

Cost: $20* cash or check
*students $15
($22 for late reservations)

MENU
Orange Infused Stuffed Pork Loin or

Vegetable Wellington

**Please RSVP by noon,
Friday, Dec. 7™ (Please indicate with

rsvp if the vegetarian meal is preferred.)

seattleascereservations@gmail.com
or call 206.926.0482

Please note the section does not
have the ability to accept credif
cards. Cash or Checks, please.

e, . .
ﬁ)ngmeers Make the Difference...
They Provide the Qualzty of Life !”



President's Corner with Bernie Hargrave

e

he blizzard pelted my
windshield as I crept
along in my old pickup
with chains clattering against
the wheel wells. During col-
lege at WSU, snow and ice
were common road conditions
for me and while never com-
fortable I was an experienced
winter driver. Yet at the higher
elevations over Snoqualmie Pass that icy winter night
30-years ago, [ was a white-knuckled, blurry-eyed
driver yearning to be back on the rolling Palouse hills.
My return from that ski trip convinced me to replace
the rust bucket with a 4X4
pickup and I never looked
back. Constantly evolving
technology makes our lives
safer, less stressful and free
to pursue happier endeavors
than sliding on inclined planes. Today,
all-wheel drive is common on many vehicles, even
though 30-years ago such vehicles were awkward to use
and relatively few in number.

Bernie Hargrave P.E.

Besides better vehicles, trips over Snoqualmie Pass
have gotten safer and more reliable due to improved
highway designs. A few years ago ASCE members
learned about the then recently completed westbound
Denny Creek viaduct over an avalanche zone. On
December 12th we will learn about Washington
Department of Transportation’s plans to improve
eastbound safety on 1-90 over the pass. I hope you will
be able to attend.

Within each engineering discipline and our many
specialties we make people’s lives better. Those
improvements can come as increments or as break-
throughs. More often now, they come as replacements
of obsolete or deteriorated infrastructure. I am in-
trigued with the opportunities we have to design these
replacements with improvements beyond human bet-
terments. The original designs of yesteryear often look
quaint or antiquated when viewed with current knowl-
edge. What will our designs look like with better knowl-
edge 25 to 50-years from now?

[ am convinced that among the advancements we will
make in the future are some that are available to us
now. Since engineering is fundamentally about
applying science to systematically solve problems,
incorporating findings from more scientific disciplines
in our examination of complex problems is one way to
assure better solutions today. Perhaps one of the most
complex problems facing civil engineers now is the
unexpected negative interactions among our many
individual achievements. This complex network of
cumulative project effects clearly produces human
betterments. Yet, all those projects also create new
issues in unexpected, difficult-to-solve ways.

What lessons can we learn from the advancements in
safer highway designs over Snoqualmie Pass that can

be applied to other Northwest transportation issues?
When one applies science from biology and geomorphol-
ogy, we learn that those cross-slope processes of sedi-
ment and water movement sustain habitat for biota.
Wildlife routinely move along corridors produced by
those natural processes. Mr. Giles’ I-90 presentation will
include discussion on wildlife features. Perhaps other
transportation corridors, like those along marine shore-
lines or lowland streams, that currently impede natural
processes can incorporate the lessons from Snoqualmie
Pass. Let’s learn together. See you at the Southcenter
Doubletree Inn on December 12th.

All the best,

Bernie Hargrave
2007-2008 Tac/Oly Section President

Advertise in our newsletter!

Bernie Hargrave
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Advertise in our newsletter!

Post a business card sized ad in our newslet-
ter for $200 per year. Interested?

Bernie Hargrave...
BemardLHargrave.J@nwsl2.usace.ammy.mi

A SCE Tacoma/Olympia Section Board 2007 - 2008
http://sections.asce.org/tacoly/html/board.htm

American Soclety of Civil Engineers

President
Bernie Hargrave

Bernard.L.Hargrave.Jr@nws02.usace.army.mi

President-Elect
Jason Moline
jmoline@cityoftacoma.org

Secretary
Don Davis...253.474.9449
DonDavis@sitts-hill-engineers.com

Treasurer
Morris J. “Gus” Fant...253.922.2332
gusf@robinsonengineers.org

Director
Vince McClure...(360) 438-4323
vmcclure@stmartin.edu

Director (2-year)
Bruce McDonald...253.830.5337
bmcdonald@portoftacoma.com

Region 8 Governor
Larry Bennett....

Younger Member Chair
Brook Maples. ..
getemailaddress

Past-President
Michael Hale...253.591.5766
mhale@cityoftacoma.org

Newsletter Editor
Nancy Searle...253.564.5885
dekedesighs@aol.com

WEBmaster

Richard Swanson...360.455.3161
rswanson@skillings.com  or
richardswanson@comcast.net

For address changes/corrections, notify the Editor or the WEBmaster.

We’re on the web!
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