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“YOU GOTTA LOVE THOSE GUYS!”
—AND THEIR NEW STADIUM

Wednesday, May 20 1998
Social: 11:30 AM

L unch: Noon

Program 12:30 PM
Fife City Bar and Grill, Fife
Lunch is$13.00 for members, and students are half-price.

Speaker: Tom Gibbs, Chair,
Washington State Mgjor League Baseball Stadium
Public Facilities District

The program isfreeto al.

The restaurant offerslimited selection so there will be two or three options available for you to
choose from. (Lunch includes soft drinks and gratuity).

Mr. Gibbs served as executive vice-president and director of water practice for CH2M Hill before
retiring in January of 1997. Before joining CH2M Hill in 1974 he was executive director of Sesttle
Metro. His biographical sketch lists an impressive involvement with community devel opment coun-
cilsand ingtitutions. He is currently a member of the Board of Directors for the Mountain to Sound
Greenway and is on the Board of Coasta Climate Company.

Attention Students

It isthe Tacoma-Olympia Section's long-standing
policy that your medl priceis haf off. Remember
to say you are a student when you make your
reservation. As aways, thereisno cost to attend
the presentation.

Reservations

Reservations for lunch are Strongly suggested.
Members with reservations who do not attend will
be billed. For your reservations please call Chris
Beckman at (253)798-3557 (new number) or
Mark L eingang (360)586-6163 by the close of
business, Monday, May 18, 1998. Y ou can adso
make reservations by accessing the Tacoma:
Olympia Section Home page &t:
http://www.asce.org/gsd/sections/tacoly/
tacoly.htm

Members with reservations who do not attend will
bebilled.

It is very important to make firm reservations for
the section meetings for the following reasons:
To make sure that we have a place set for
everyone,
So the presenter can bring enough hand-outs
for all who are present;
We (section) give an advance count of atten-
dees so the proper amount of food will be
prepared;
We are charged for each person we make a
reservation for;
If the meeting is canceled, we can notify you.

Directions To Fife City Bar and Grill:

From I-5 take the Port of Tacoma Road Exit. At Pecific Highway East turn west (Ift). The
resteraunt is on the right side about haf a block from the intersection, between atire store and a
motel. Thereis additiona parking behind the building.

Thank You

Thank you Sitts and Hill for donating last month’sraffle prize. | finaly won! My family and a cou-
ple of friends were very pleased the attend the Tacoma Rainier's game. The reindeer mascot was a
big hit.

Check it Out

Thenew WAC 173-152 , a Focus Shest, a concise explanatory statement, and the written com-
ments and responses are available on Ecology's home page at http://www/wa/gov/ecol ogy/
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ASCE Activities

The ASCE Membership
Committee and steff are
working to expand the
percentage of government
engineers on the ASCE ros-
ters. Government agencies are
being offered a discounted
group payment based on the
number of participating members.

Discounts may range from 10 to 50 percent of
the membership duesand are

available on thelocal, sate, and federal levels. At
least 10 percent of the agency participants must
be new membersin order for the agency to qual-
ify for the discount.

If you areinterested, please contact Nancy Berson
at (703)295-6000 or at
nberson@asce.org

Positions Wanted/Positions Open:
Resume Policy Our section newdetter will pro-
vide free space for ASCE students and members
to advertise their qualifications. The resumeinfor-
mation needs to be received by the 20th of the
month to make the next newdletter. If you il



This month's column is awell-written response from the other
side of thefence.

Letter to the Editor (President) of Civil Engineer Newsletter:
| wasinterested to read your President's Corner in April's
newdletter and believe one of your statements deserves further
discussion. In Case No.

97-01-0004, | agree that the County which accepted the engi-
neers work should be expected to abide by the results dictated by
their requirementsif the engineer has fully complied with them.
However, | must take issue with your statement that “1 think it is
high time that the people who make the rules government agen-
cies) have to accept the responsibility for making sure the rules
work” . This statement does agreat disservice to many dedicated
individuas working to the best of their abilities with the restricted
tools alowed to them by prior administrations or due to alack of
staff or financial resources. Changing the rulesisalong, hard,
frustrating task opposed by many different factions within the
community, each with their own agenda.

(President’'s note: | agree, and with the Board's ruling, maybe
the administrators will pay more attention to the engineers on
staff and in the community.)

Rather than use this newdetter as ameans to further stereotype
government, | would hopeto seeit used asatool for creating a
didog onissues and asacal for action to correct deficiencies
found in regulations. | would be extremely surprised to find a
government which would turn away offers of assistance from a
highly regarded association as the ASCE or it's members. With
support from outside

entities, corrective legidation moves through bureaucracy rela
tively quickly.

It has been my experience that, in genera, the professional engi-
neering community has not been a strong advocate/leader of
strengthening engineering criteriaeven though it is recognized
that a community's engineering standards are sub-standard. Due
to market pressures, many times engineering firms have used
wesak criteria or ordinances to the advantage of their client and
the detriment of the downstream or adjacent properties and envi-
ronment. That being said, | am sure there are firmswhich are
utilizing advancements in engineering design criteria without
waiting for the regulatory community to advance the require-
ments. | say kudos's to them, but it is not enough. They must
support active change to the regulaions el se they are competing
with firmswho do it “faster and cheaper” but with more envi-
ronmental damage.

Governments are being led on many frontsin the 90'sand
will continue to be so in the coming decade. Budgets are being
dashed, experienced, knowledgesble employess et go, and de-
partments told to do more with lessmoney. “ Work smarter, not
harder” isn't just a Dilbertism but a mission statement for many
departments. Y our assistance can be invaduableif givenin the
interest of betterment for all

citizens and not just for one faction to the detriment of all others.

Onefinal thought: as professiona engineers, strict adherence to
the community's requirements should not be enough if there-
quirements are known to be inadequate. It offers protectionin a

court of law (most of thetime) but it does agrest disservice to the commu-
nity and your reputation. Sometimes the regulators need to be educated on
theissues

themselves; persevere. It helps dl the citizens of the Puget Sound region. |
would like to see the professiona engineering community in Pierce County
agree to a standard where the goal is no measurable impacts to neighbors and
downstream property owners even if it means designing beyond the regula
tion requirements. Perhaps the motto should be “through my design | will
inflict no harm” (to borrow from

another well known oath).

Paul A. Bucich, P.E.
(253) 798-6179
Rebecca Vader, President
Tacoma Olympia Section
timv@hal cyon.com

don't have ajob, send it again the next month. The  resumeinformation is

limited to:

Name, Engineering Degree/Y ear, Position Desired, Y ears of Related Expe-
rience, Membership Status, ASCE section, Addressto obtain moreinfor-
mation, and Daytime Phone.

Please send information to Rebecca Vader, 2917 South 17th Street,
Tacoma WA 98405 or e-Mail <timv@hal cyon.com>

i
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Nominations

The nominating committee offers the following individuas for your consid-
eration to lead the section during the next year. Y our ballots are enclosed in
this newdletter.

President: Jm Brigham. Jim works for GeoEngineersin Tacoma. He
hasheld several board positions and is currently President-Elect.

President Elect: Kathy Hargrave. Kathy works for Sitts and Hill Engineers
in Tacoma. Sheis currently serving her second term as Secretary.

Secretary: Chris Beckman. Chrisworks for Pierce County in Tacoma. He
has been the Tacoma house Chair for severa years.

Treasurer: KrigtinaNelson. Kristinaworks for the City of Tacoma. She
has held severa positions on the Board and is currently serving as Trea
surer for the third or fourth term.

Director (2nd year of current term): Perry Shea. Heis currently serving in
this position, and the Board expresses
every confidencein his performance.

Director: Michael Hale. Michael works for the City of Tacoma. He has
served in various positionsin past years.

Younger Member Chair: Brian Matthews. Brian works for Skillings -
Connally Inc. in Lacey. Brian was appointed to this position by the Board
to complete the term vacated by the past chair moving out of state.

Nomination Committee: Barb Proft, Jerry Hendricks, Craig Olson. Each
of theseindividualsworks for the public sector and has served as president
inthelast five years.

Notes:

The Board is requesting volunteers to serve as Tacoma House Chair. The
position involves serving as areservation taker, checking peoplein and
callecting money at the Tacoma meetings, and coordinating with the Trea-
surer and the restaurant.

Your Newdetter

This newsletter is afunction of the section, and your thoughts, announce-
ments, articles, essays, and lettersto the editor (President) are welcome at

any time. Contributions made before the 20th of the month will definitely

make the next newdetter, and after that, you take your chances.

If you care to send documents attached to email, please format them so they
are readable by Word 5.0 or WordPerfect 3.0 (Mac versions) or are saved
astext files. My technology isafew years old, and chokes on the modern
stuff.
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Book Review
In April | received ahdf-inch thick document con-
taining the results for the hearings and decisions
on the new water rights administrative rule,
Chapter 173-152 WAC. Thisrule became &f-
fective on March 31, 1998.

The purpose of the ruleisto permanently implement
prioritization criteriafor processing water right applica
tions, to organize the countiesinto regional office service areas, and to
alow water rights decisions to be deferred until basin assessments are com-
plete, to state the lements of a
watershed assessment.

Following are some of my questions about water rights, most of which
were not affected by the new rule. The answers are by Steve Hirschey of
Ecology's Water Resource Program.

Q: How many timescan aright-holder usethewater? Put differ-
ently, isa certain dischar ge of thewater a part of awater right?

A: No, not explicitly. A water right holder may use the water alocated to
satisfy the beneficial use applied for. Oncethat useis satisfied, the water
goes back to the public domain.

Q: Canirrigation runoff and shallow infiltration be collected and re-

applied? (This may have benefitsfor using up dissolved fertilizersand
such aswell.)

A: Irrigation run-off can be reused by the origina water right holder only to
the extent the reuse satisfies the original intent of the application. No expan-
sion of the origind intent {additiona area, etc.} is permissible.

Q: Astechnology, DOH requirements, and frugality/conservation
move ustoward water reuse and reclamation, will Ecology clarify that
aright-holder can reuseand reclaim water, and under what circum-
stances.?

A: The currently proposed rule does not address thisissue. If you want, |
can direct you to some case law which describes or clarifies that awater
right can be "reused” by the original right holder under very narrow circum-
stances.

ASCE Calendar

P May 20 Section Lunch Meet-
ing, Tacoma, Fife City Bar and
Grill 11:30 social Lunch NOON

PELP Programs

For additional information about
these or other PELP courses or to
have your name added to the
course announcement bulletin
mailing list, contact Ron Bucknam,
PELP Program Director.

June 3 Board Meeting,

9 Section Meeting

Quaternary and Engineering
Geology of the Central and
Southern Puget Sound

Lowland August 6-8, 1998: 8:30
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

July and August
Summer Recess




