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Chambers Creek Chambers Creek Bay Project
Bay Project & A hope and vision, now open to the public

. Speaker: Mr. Joe Scorcio, P.E., Assistant Director, Pierce County Department of
I nductlon Of Public Works and Utilities Pierce County, Washington

New Officers

TUESDAY, Oct. 16™

St. Martin’s University
Worthington Hall
Lacey, WA

off I-5 Exit 109

Cost: $25* cash or check
*students $15

Please RSVP by noon,
Friday, Oct. 12"

Contact Kay Hoke at
khokee@cityoftacoma.org
or 253.591.5760

Engineers Make the Difference. ..
They Provide the Qualzty of Life!



President - Bernard Hargrave

President-Elect - Jason Moline
Secretary - Don Davis
Treasurer - Gus Fant

Director - Bruce McDonald
YM Chair - Brook Maples

thing

Joint Section Meeting

Our annual Joint Section Meeting with the SEAW last
month was very successful. About fifty people attended
and the presentation by Tim Moore on the New Tacoma
Narrows Bridge was great. It was also great to see and
talk to our fellow ASCE friends from SEAW. That’s one
advantage of belonging to a group such as ASCE. That
is—having the opportunity come out and interact with
friends and colleagues who are involved in engineering
projects and activities such as you are; to share ideas;
to get answers to questions; to be informed of the
things happening around you—the advantages are
many.

ASCE Region 8

ASCE Region 8 held its fall meeting in Boise, Idaho,
September 26 thru 29th. Twelve Sections from 9 states
were represented. Many items were discussed; one was
how the ASCE Sections could help make members feel
that belonging to the ASCE is meaningful and worth-
while. There were many comments, but the overall
consensus was that we make sure members are getting
something from the ASCE, such as informational and
interesting programs and support in helping them de-
velop and grow in their engineering profession.

Response to memo

Earlier this month, a memo was sent to members ask-
ing what topics you would like to see at Section Meet-
ings. We received many responses. Thank you for tak-
ing the time to do so. The Board will be using this infor-
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135 West Bridge Collapse
Talking Points

8/07

General

- The collapse of the I 35 West bridge in Minneapolis
during rush hour on Wednesday, August 1, 2007 was a
terrible tragedy, and our thoughts and prayers go out to
all of those who are suffering as a result.

- According to the Federal Highway Administration, the
bridge—which opened in 1967—was a steel arch deck
truss 1907 feet in length (structure length; 458 ft length
of max. span), 108 feet wide (8 traffic lanes) and 64 feet
above water. As of 2004, it carried approximately
141,000 cars a day.

- Bridge failures are relatively uncommon. It is impor-
tant for the public to know that just because this bridge
failed does not mean that all bridges with a structurally
deficient rating are unsafe.

Investigation

- Until the NTSB team has had a chance to gather and
review the multitude of evidence there are still too many
unanswered questions for us to begin speculating on
what caused this collapse. Without adequate background
information, speculation on the cause of the collapse
would be irresponsible.

- In the past 50 years the engineering profession has
advanced greatly. Sadly, much of that new knowledge
has come from learning from our mistakes. The best
thing we can do now is to learn from this terrible trag-
edy, whatever its cause, and use that information to
make sure something like this doesn’t happen again.

Inspection Program/Federal Highway

- Under Federal Highway Administration regulations,
all bridges must be inspected every two years. The Na-
tional Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS), in place since
the early 1970s, requires safety inspections for bridges in
excess of approximately 20 feet in total length on public
roads. If a bridge is deemed structurally deficient or
functionally obsolete, its inspections may become more
frequent in order to closely monitor possible problems.

- Structurally deficient bridge: deteriorated conditions
of significant bridge elements and reduced load-carrying
capacity. While not necessarily unsafe, these bridges
may have speed or weight restrictions.

- Functionally obsolete bridge: a function of the
geometrics [i.e. lane width, lack of a shoulder, truck
clearance heights] of the bridge not meeting current
design standards.

- When a bridge is labeled deficient it does not imply
that it is unsafe or likely to collapse. It means the bridge
must be monitored, inspected and maintained.

- Deficient bridges can be left open to traffic during
maintenance and repair without posing a threat to our
safety.

- If a bridge’s inspection rating is low enough to pose an
immediate threat to public safety, it is closed for repairs
or traffic is somehow restricted.

ASCE Report Card

- In 2005 the American Society of Civil Engineers as-
signed the nation’s various infrastructure systems—
roads, drinking water, airports, bridges, etc.—an overall
grade of D in its Report Card for America’s Infrastruc-
ture. _www.asce.org/reportcard_ (http://www.asce.org/
reportcard)

-The Report Card noted that we need to spend $1.6
trillion dollars over the next five years

- No matter where you live in this country, failing infra-
structure is impacting your life.

- In many areas, the roads, drinking water systems and
dams are simply too old. Like everything, infrastructure
has a lifespan. Good maintenance can extend that
lifespan, but not forever; and bad maintenance can
shorten it. Far too many of our transit systems, bridges
and energy systems lack the funding needed for proper
maintenance.

- In some parts of the country, like parts of southern
Nevada, the population growth is so rapid the infrastruc-
ture can’t keep pace with the increasing demand for
things like clean drinking water and transportation.

- In places like California and the Gulf Coast, not only
do you have to deal with failures due to aging systems
and overburdened infrastructure due to population
growth, but there’s also the impact of natural disasters
like earthquakes and hurricanes.

- With each passing day, the inability of our nation’s
aging infrastructure to meet the needs of our growing
population further threatens our economy and environ-
mental quality of life.

Bridges
- In 2005 the American Society of Civil Engineers

assigned the nation’s bridges a grade of C in its Report
Card for America’s Infrastructure.

- 26 percent of the nation’s bridges are considered
structurally deficient or functionally obsolete, a slight
decrease since 2005.

- FHWA's strategic plan states that, by 2008, less than
25% of the nation’s bridges should be classified as defi-
cient. This still leaves 1 out of 4 bridges in the nation
deficient.

- Maintaining the nation’s bridges and other transpor-
tation-related infrastructure will take a significant in-
crease in leadership.

- It is estimated to cost $9.4 billion a year for 20 years
to eliminate all bridge deficiencies.

- Individual State Information

- Additional state-by-state information and statistics
can be found at _http://www.asce.org/reportcard/2005/
states.cfm_ (http://www.asce.org/reportcard/2005/
states.cfm)



the state of our

- Recent studies have shown that our

has increased nearly 200%. The result: parents spending
more time commuting to their job and less time with
their children.

The Solution

- Fixing America’s infrastructure crisis will take real
leadership. Lots of people are throwing their hats into
the ring for the upcoming presidential election, and yet,
despite this being such a vital issue to the safety of the
American people and economy, no one is addressing our
infrastructure issues. That has to change.

- Solutions to ease the increasing demands on our
transportation system and improve highway conditions,
capacity and safety are multifaceted. It does not always
mean simply building more roads and bridges.

- America must change its transportation behavior. For
instance, cities and communities should better plan to
reduce dependence on personal vehicles for errands and
work commutes, and businesses should encourage more
flexible schedules and telecommuting.

- Time is working against our country’s infrastructure.
We have under-invested for decades, and we're getting
hit with the hard reality that ignoring a problem doesn’t
make it go away.

- Establishing a comprehensive, long-term infrastruc-
ture development and maintenance plan must become a
priority for our policy leaders. The Infrastructure Im-
provement Act, which passed the Senate last week,
would create a commission to study the issue and make
recommendations on priorities and funding.

- Aging infrastructure is not a partisan issue. Bridges
are not Republican or Democrat. But addressing
America’s infrastructure issues will take a significant
increase in political leadership.

Soundbites

A crumbling infrastructure cannot support a healthy
economy.

We need to establish a comprehensive, long-term infra-
structure plan, as opposed to our current “patch and
pray” method.

We are relying on 19th Century infrastructure in the
21st Century and there is no plan to replace it.

Our national infrastructure is in crisis, which is endan-
gering our nation’s future prosperity.

Investing in our infrastructure would create jobs and
stimulate the economy, and the investment would be
lasting.




