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To submit an article for publication, please mail it to GeoDesign, Inc. c/o Shawn P. Kelley P.O. Box 699 Windsor, VT 05089 or  
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President’s Message 
I hope everyone had an excellent holiday season.  It was 
definitely a white Christmas this year and I am sure all 
of the winter sports enthusiasts are loving it!  I hope that 
you can make it up to Winooski for a very interest talk 
about the lowering of the Bellows Falls Tunnel.  This 
topic was featured in an article in October’s issue of 
CIVIL ENGINEERING, the ASCE monthly magazine.   
 
As the holiday season is coming to a close and we begin 
2008, please remember to renew your ASCE 
membership if you have not done so already.  We are 
now in 2008 and membership dues are now due. 
 
In case you did not see the article, the Board of Directors 
for VTASCE is looking for future board members.  If 
you are interested in becoming more involved with your 
professional society, please contact me.  Getting 
involved with ASCE is a great way to network with 
fellow Civil Engineers in Vermont, gain valuable 
experience public speaking, build leadership skills, and 
gain a sense of pride for your profession.  ASCE is a 
great way to gain experience that is transferable to your 
professional development plus it is fun! 
 
If you have any ideas for future meetings of VTASCE, if 
you think VTASCE can be doing something different to 
better provide for its members, or if you have any other 
comments, please contact me.  I would like to get some 
feedback from our membership on how you think 
VTASCE is doing.  Any and all comments are welcome. 

 
 

Respectfully, 
Shawn 
 

2007/2008 ASCE Meeting Schedule 
January 24, 2008 VTASCE/VSPE 

Meeting  
 Topic: Bellows Falls, VT Railroad Tunnel 

Project 
Location: Winooski, VT  

February 22, 2008  EWeek Banquet  
Topic: "The Decline of Spaceship Earth”, a 
discussion on Global Warming by Matthys Levy 
Location: Burlington, VT Area 

March 19, 2008  VTASCE Meeting  
 Topic: Low Pressure Sewer Design 

Location: Norwich University, Northfield, 
VT 

April 24, 2008 VTASCE/VSE Joint 
Meeting  
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 Topic: ? and Vermont Engineering Student 
Presentations 
Location: ? 

May 21, 2007   VTASCE Meeting  
Topic: Dudley H. Davis Student Center 
Project 
Location: Livack Ballroom, Davis Center 
University of Vermont, Burlington, VT 
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Date: Thursday, January 24, 2008 
Time: 5:00 pm to ~8:00 pm 
 

DINNER PRESENTATION: 
ECI Rail Constructors was the general contractor for this 
project to lower the tracks to allow for double-stack 
freight containers and auto-racks on the New England 
Central Railroad.  This improvement will benefit many 
of the local and regional railroads as well as reduce truck 
traffic on Vermont’s interstate highways.  The work 
involved lowering the bottom of the tunnel by over two 
feet.  This comes after two previous clearance projects in 
the 1950’s and 1970’s.  
 
The $2.5M project involved track work, underpinning 
(soldier pile & lagging with cross braces), shotcrete 
work, controlled blasting, retaining wall construction, 
and utility relocations.  The 12-month-long project was 
scheduled with two daily work windows between 4:30 
am and noon and again from 12:30 to 5:30 pm.  This 
allowed the railroad to continue their operations.   The 
final excavation to the design track profile was done 
during a 24-hour work blitz that lasted 3 days.  An 
article on the project was featured in the October 07 
issue of Civil Engineering Magazine. 
 
This presentation will include an overview of the project 
with highlights of the technical issues that were 
encountered by the project team.   
 
Speaker:   Mr. Ken Pidgeon 
Times:  Social Gathering 5:00 – 6:00 pm 

Dinner: 6:00 – 7:00 pm 
Presentation: 7:00 pm 

Location: Peking Duck, Winooski, VT 
Dinner Choice: ���������		
���

�� , Dessert 
and Coffee/Decaf. 
 

Cost: $30 per person, $15 per student, Life 
Members are Free (no shows will be billed) 
Reservations: Contact Matt Strauss for RSVP 
Email: mstrauss@sveassoc.com 
Phone: 802-359-6000 
Fax: 802-359-6004 
 

See announcement at end for more information 
 

RSVP Deadline: by January 17, 2007 
Directions:  Rt 89 to Exit 15, Merge on to US-Rt 15 
West and travel 0.6 miles.  Enter round about and take a 
left on to West Canal Street.  Peking Duck is at 79 West 
Canal Street. 
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ASCE members have until January 1 to renew their 2008 
membership before it expires. Ensure you don’t miss a 
minute of your membership by visiting 
www.asce.org/renewal today. 
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VTASCE is seeking energetic civil engineers who would 
like to become more actively involved in their society.  
You will have the opportunity to network with other 
Civil Engineers in VT, to practice your public speaking 
skills, and to share your knowledge of Civil Engineering 
with others.   
 
We are currently seeking nominees for President, 
President-Elect, Treasurer, Secretary, Newsletter Editor, 
and Webmaster for the 2008-2009 term.  You can 
nominate yourself to a position.  The term limits are 
May 2008 through May 2009. 
 
If you are interested in becoming involved with a terrific 
organization that supports Civil Engineering in your 
state, please contact Shawn P. Kelley at 
skelley@geodesign.net or call 802-674-2033 x 209 
today! 
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VTASCE Treasurer and Secretary will be heading down 
to Baltimore, MD to take part in the Workshop for 
Section and Branch Leaders.  I am sure they will gain 
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important and substantial information to assist their roles 
as leaders in VTASCE. 
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Region 1 is offering companies the opportunity to be 
featured on the region’s website 
(http://region1.asce.org/).  For a contribution of 
$250/year the Region will post a firm or individual's 
business card/logo, with hyperlink to their homepage, on 
the Region 1 website.  Sponsorship funds will help to 
defray Region 1 operating expenses and future event 
costs associated with advancing the goals of the Society.  
Those interested in participating should contact Mark 
Rusnica (rusnica@nycap.rr.com) for additional detail. 
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I. COMPANY ADVERTISMENTS 
We are now selling advertisement space in our 
newsletter.  The price for advertisement will be: 
 $12.50 per Ad in 1 Newsletter 
 $38.00 per Ad in 4 Newsletters 
 $50.00 per Ad in 8 Newsletters 
 $62.50 per Ad in 12 Newsletters 
These prices also include the posting of the same 
advertisement on our new website!  Please note the 
updated fees. 
 
II.  JOB POSTING ADVERTISMENTS 
We are now selling employment opportunity 
advertisement space in our newsletter.  The price for 
advertisement will be: 

$25.00 per Ad in 1 Newsletter 
 $90.00 per Ad in 4 Newsletters 
 $170.00 per Ad in 8 Newsletters 
 $250.00 per Ad in 12 Newsletters 
These prices also include the posting of the same 
advertisement on our new website!  PLEASE NOTE: if 
you purchase a job posting, your company automatically 
will receive a free Company Advertisement.  Please note 
the updated fees. 
 
Please send your advertisements to our Newsletter 
Editor, Shawn P. Kelley.  It should include your 
company logo (.jpeg or .tiff), the text for the 
advertisement, and a business card (for the Company 
Advertisement section). 
 
III.  DO YOU HAVE AN OLD CELL 
PHONE????? 
Consider donating your old cell phone to the ASCE VT 
SECTION.  We will take your phone and turn it into 
cash and use it for our ASCE VT Section.  We use 
donations to support local ASCE Student Chapters and 
VT Section sponsored events.  Please consider mailing 

your cell phone to Shawn Kelley at GeoDesign, Inc. 
P.O. Box 699, Windsor, VT 05089. 
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The Vermont Section of ASCE depends on its 
membership to update their member information with 
ASCE National.  Please make sure ASCE has your latest 
contact information by calling 1-800-548-ASCE (2723) 
or visiting www.asce.myprofile.org to update your 
record.  
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1.  CET 1030 CAD for Civil Engineers: The course 
provides a solid foundation in CAD for the Civil 
engineers. Course covers topics in AutoCAD and 
Carlson Survey Standalone. Students should have the 
ability to move files using the Windows Explorer and be 
familiar with MS Word. 6 hours of lab per week.  
Course will be offered this spring in Williston, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 6-9pm. 
 
2.  CET 3010 Evidence and Procedures for Boundary 
line Location:  The purpose of this course is to 
familiarize land surveying students with the importance 
of locating the original boundary line between two or 
more tracts of land, the evidence that needs to be 
collected, and the procedures for this collection. This 
course is intended for students that have achieved an 
Associates degree in Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Technology and wish to pursue a career in 
the field of land surveying. The course is also intended 
for people working in the field of land surveying and 
wish to obtain a license as a Professional Land Surveyor 
in the State of Vermont. The course will be taught on-
line and in class attendance.  Approximately four 
campus visits will be required.  Course will have several 
meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:00-8:15 on 
the Randolph campus 
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The Green Mountain Civil Report is the newsletter of 
the Vermont Section of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers.  This newsletter intends to keep you up-to-
date on the activities of civil engineers around our state. 
 
Please feel free to contact us with your announcements.  
We would be happy to include them in our newsletter.  
The newsletter is typically distributed via email, 
however if you would like a hard copy or if you are not 
receiving the E-Newsletter and would like to, please 
contact Shawn Kelley (President, Newsletter Editor, 
Webmaster) at skelley@geodesign.net or any of the 
officers listed at the end of the newsletter. 
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For more information on ASCE’s webinars, go to 
http://www.asce.org/conted/distancelearning/online_webseminars.cfm 
 

Jan 3:  The Modern Roundabout As A Traffic Signal 
Alternative, Part I**Now 90 mins** 
Jan 8: Design of Steel Lintels in Masonry Walls 
Jan 9: Monitoring Project Budgets and Schedules: 
Earned Value Method 
Jan 10 : The Modern Roundabout As A Traffic Signal 
Alternative, Part I **Now 90 mins** 
Jan 15 : Marketing 101: Sleazy Activity Or Mutually 
Beneficial Process? 
Jan 16 : Writing: Producing Action-Oriented 
Documents ~ Part I 
Jan 17 : Signalized Intersection Safety 
Jan 22 : Foundations for Metal Building Systems 
Jan 23 : Writing: Producing Action-Oriented 
Documents ~ Part II 
Jan 24 : Odor Management at Solid Waste Facilities 
New Webinar 
Jan 25 : Negotiating Better Engineering and 
Architectural Contracts 
Jan 29:  Quality Management in the Design 
Organization New Webinar 
Jan 30 : Effective Presentation Skills for Engineers: 
When You Talk, Is Anyone Listening? New Webinar 
Jan 31 :Design of Moment-Resisting Foundations for 
Pre-Engineering Buildings 
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ASCE’s annual Leadership Training in Government 
Relations (the “Fly-In”) will take place March 5-6, 
2008. Participants receive training on important civil 
engineering issues, followed by visits with elected 
officials on Capitol Hill. We would like to have as many 
states and Sections as possible represented at this two 
day program in Washington, D.C. 

The Program (1 ½ days) Wednesday, March 5: 
Morning:  
• Briefing on the public policy process • Issues related to 
civil engineering that are currently active in the U.S. 
Congress • Communication techniques for effective 
meetings with elected officials  

Afternoon & Thursday Morning:  

• Attendees become “citizen lobbyists” and meet one-on-
one with their elected officials and the staff on Capitol Hill 
to discuss these issues.  

You are strategically important! 

According to our records, one or more of your federal 
elected officials (one Representative and two Senators) 
serves on a committee that deals with legislation affecting 
the practice of civil engineering. This is significant because 
research has shown that a visit by a constituent in person in 
Washington, D.C. carries the highest influence on a 
lawmaker’s decision, higher than a visit by a paid lobbyist 
or leading expert who is not a constituent. Simply put, your 
participation in the Leadership Training Program and in 
visits to your lawmaker will bring the Society’s message 
home in a way that nobody else can. 

But you benefit as well! Hundreds of ASCE members 
have learned how to become more well-rounded engineers 
and citizens through participation in past Leadership 
Training in Government Relations programs. Here is a 
sample of comments we received: 

“This has been a great opportunity and experience. I felt 
more than prepared to discuss the policy/legislative issues 
with my congressional delegation. Thanks for a great 
program!” -- 2006 Attendee  

“This was my first ‘Fly-In’ and it was an absolute pleasure, 
look forward to next year and to maintaining these 
relationships I’ve started these past two days.” -- 2007 
Attendee 

��
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The ASCE Key Contact Program provides busy civil 
engineers with opportunities to get involved in public 
policy activities.  

Joining is easy! Visit http://www.asce.org/govrel and 
click on “Key Contact Program” to complete the online 
registration form. Brochures and additional information 
materials are available to distribute at Section and 
Branch meetings and gatherings. Contact Leslie Nolen, 
ASCE’s Senior Manager of Grassroots and State 
Government Relations, at lnolen@asce.org or 202-789-
7846 for more information. 
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(The new “Six Clicks” Advocacy Website - 
http://www.asce.org/advocacy.html) 
An easy way to connect with your legislators to...  

·  Send your federal or state representative a 
message on current civil engineering legislation. 

·  Learn about issues and bills affecting civil 
engineering that are active in congress and your 
state legislature. 

·  Track how your U.S. Representative and 
Senators voted on key ASCE bills.  
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Lawmakers searching for ways to cut phosphorus 
pollution in Lake Champlain say stricter controls on 
sewage treatment plants might be one solution. The 
Agency of Natural Resources opposes the focus on 
reducing phosphorus pollution from sewage plants. 
Milton Town Manager Sandy Miller said tougher 
sewage treatment controls, are "anti-growth and an 
attempt to stop growth, period." The Natural Resources 
Agency will start a series of public meetings to gather 
views on the best ways to reduce pollution in Lake 
Champlain. The agency has been ordered to report to the 
Legislature in January on the effectiveness of Gov. Jim 
Douglas' $100 million Lake Champlain anti-pollution 
campaign. Lawmakers are concerned that Vermont has 
spent more than $50 million on the cleanup but has not 
significantly reduced phosphorus running into the lake. 
US Water News Online December 2007 

http://www.uswaternews.com/archives/arcquality/7verm
look12.html 
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1)      

 

Geotechnical Engineer  
 

GeoDesign, Inc. is seeking applicants for geotechnical 
engineering opportunities in VT and CT.  Positions 
include internships and full-time assignments.  Visit our 
website at www.geodesign.net for company contact 
information. 

2)                  

Engineering Ventures, Inc. 
Civil/Site and/or Structural  

Project Managers & Engineers  
 

Progressive engineering firm seeks experienced, creative 
engineers to become part of a highly reputable, local and 
growing firm engaged in a wide range of high quality 
private and public design projects.  Positions in 
Burlington, Vermont and Lebanon, NH.  Submit letter of 
interest and resume to: trishd@engineeringventures.com 
or fax to 802-863-6306 

3)  
CIVIL/ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER 
The Rutland office of SVE Associates, a civil/survey 
engineering firm with offices in Brattleboro, Rutland and 
Norwich, Vermont, and Greenfield, MA and Keene, NH 
has an opening for a Professional Civil/Environmental 
Engineer.  The applicant should have a State of 
Vermont Professional Engineering license (with an 
ANR’s Designer License Compliance preferred) with 
experience in site and water/sewer/stormwater system 
design and a working familiarity with State of Vermont 
environmental regulations and their permitting process.   
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Interested candidates may submit a cover letter and 
resume to: 
SVE Associates 
Att’n: Michael H. Roberts, P.E. 
69 Grove Street 
Rutland, VT  05701 
Telephone: (802) 775-1181 
or mroberts@sveassoc.com 

4) 
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Vermont * New Hampshire 

* Maine 

 
CLD offers a 

competitive salary, top 
flight benefits, and a 

great work 
environment, full of 

opportunity, challenge 
and reward! 

 
 

Interested candidates: 
Contact Lisa King at  

CLD Consulting 
Engineers, Inc. 

540 Commercial Street,  
Manchester, NH  03101 

Or via e-mail to 
lisak@cldengineers.com 

 

 
Rare opportunity! 
 
Manchester, NH:  

·  Highway Design 
Team Leader 

 
See our website for further details 
regarding this exciting opportunity! 
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CLD is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer 
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We offer a 

competitive salary, 
excellent benefits 

package, and a great 
team working 
environment. 

 
We have opened a Williston office!  
 
We currently have the following openings for 
employment in our Williston and Montpelier offices.  
 
Civil/Site Engineers: 
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Structural Engineers: 
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Please send letter of interest and resume to 
jobs@dirtsteel.com. 

Visit our website for more information. 
www.dirtsteel.com 

 

81 RIVER STREET, MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05602 
p. 802.223.4727      f. 802.223.4740 

400 CORNERSTONE DRIVE, WILLISTON, VERMONT 05495 
p. 802.876.5022    f. 802.876.5025 

 

 
END OF JOB OFFERINGS 
If your company has any job openings, please submit 
them to Shawn Kelley, VT Section Newsletter Editor at 
skelley@geodesign.net for posting. 
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1) GeoCongress 08 

 

Geo-Congress 2008 Draft Paper Submissions Open 

When: March 9-12, 2008 
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Where: Sheraton New Orleans 
Details: 
http://content.asce.org/conferences/geocongress2008/    
Once again, the Geo-Institute of ASCE returns to New 
Orleans to bring you GeoCongress 2008. The Congress 
will be alive with discussions of current trends on the 
role of geoengineers and geoscientists in protecting and 
preserving our environment and will highlight the 
expansive and interdisciplinary nature of 
geoenvironmental issues. ASCE would like to remind 
you that draft paper submission is now open for Geo 08. 
 
2) 2008 Structures Congress 

2008 Structures Congress Vancouver, Canada April 
24-26, 2008.  Deadline for Abstract Submissions: 
June 15  
The 2008 Structures Congress Call for Papers is now 
open. Paper abstracts should be no more than two 
printed pages per abstract. Paper abstracts must include 
each author’s full name, credentials, affiliation, location, 
and contact information (including email address). Any 
special comments should be written at the bottom of the 
abstract page. 
Please visit: 
http://content.asce.org/conferences/structures2008/call.ht
ml for more information. 
3) GEESD IV Draft Paper Submissions 

Open 

 
When: May 18-22, 2008 
Where: Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel, 
Sacramento, Calif.  
Details: 
http://content.asce.org/conferences/geesd08/ 
GEESD IV is the 4th decennial Geotechnical Earthquake 
Engineering and Soil Dynamics Conference organized 
by the EESD Committee of ASCE's Geo-Institute. 
GEESD IV will bring together the broad community of 
geo-professionals working on earthquake engineering 
and soil dynamics problems for this comprehensive 
decennial examination of our technical disciplines. Draft 
paper submission for this innovative conference is now 
open. 
4) 2008 National Hydraulic Engineers 

Conference 

 
When: August 26-29, 2008 

Where: Holiday Inn By the Bay, Portland, ME.  
Details: http://www.maine.gov/mdot-
stage/nhec/indexbkup.php 
 
As surface transportation agencies face ever-increasing 
challenges imposed by broadening environmental 
considerations, dwindling human and financial 
resources, aging infrastructure and assets, and 
hydrological consequences of global climate change, it is 
critical for project stakeholders to pool knowledge and 
resources. In recognition of today’s complex and 
dynamic work environment, the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in partnership with the Maine 
Department of Transportation, the American Association 
of State Highway and Transportation Officials, and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Cold Regions Research 
Laboratory (CRREL), is please to announce the 2008 
National Hydraulic Engineering Conference (NHEC). 
The conference’s theme is “Partnering for Progress in a 
Changing Environment,” which emphasizes the vital 
roles of multi-faceted project teams and collaborations in 
successful project development and implementation. The 
intent of the conference is to equip participants with 
additional knowledge and tools to meet current and 
future challenges in hydraulics engineering through 
presentations and exhibits focusing on the use of these 
partnerships in conjunction with current research studies, 
state-of-the-art technologies, and design approaches.  
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Past President: Chantal Beliveau, P.E. M. ASCE, 
(chantalB@EngineeringVentures.com) 

 
President: Shawn P. Kelley, Ph.D., M. ASCE 
(skelley@geodesign.net) 

 
President Elect: vacant 
 
Treasurer: Lynnette Whitney, P.E., M. ASCE 
(LWhitney@dubois-king.com) 

 
Secretary: Matthew Strauss, P.E., M. ASCE 
(mstrauss.sveassoc.com) 
 
New England Council Delegates:  
       Sherward Farnsworth, P.E., M. ASCE, 
        (Sherward.Farnsworth@state.vt.us) 
        Jean-Guy Beliveau, Ph.D., P.E.,  
         M. ASCE, (beliveau@cems.uvm.edu) 



 

Insert Jan meeting announcement 


