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President’s Message 
EWeek is right around the corner and I hope that you can 
attend this year’s celebration of engineers and 
engineering.  It should be a great banquet!  The Engineer 
of the Year and the Young Engineer of the Year will be 
announced.  The speaker at the banquet will be Matthys 
Levy, founding Principal and Chairman Emeritus of 
Weidlinger Associates Consulting Engineers.  His 
presentation is entitled “The Decline of Spaceship Earth” 
and is a discussion on the topic of Global Warming.  He 
recently authored a book on the same subject.  Go to 
http://matthyslevy.com/books.htm for more information.  
 
There is some information I would like to report on 
regarding the VTASCE section.  The board of directors 
of VTASCE is still looking for volunteers who would 
like to get more involved with ASCE.  If you are 
interested in gaining organizational and leadership skills 
for your professional development as well as have the 
opportunity to network with other Civil Engineers in 
Vermont, please contact me to discuss exciting 
opportunities in VTASCE. 
 
VTASCE is also looking to increase its membership.  If 
you would like a free membership Pizza Party hosted by 
ASCE at your firm, please contact me to discuss further 
details.   
 
We have three more ASCE (or co-sponsored ASCE) 
meetings coming up and I hope that you can make it out 
to at least one meeting before our 2007/2008 meeting 
schedule is over.  Our year end meeting is shaping up to 
be a very exciting meeting.  We will have a presentation 
on the UVM Davis Center that was recently constructed 
and the focus of the discussion will be the LEED 
certification of the building and how the design had a 
“Green Building” focus.  Also on the same day, SEAVT 
is hosting a morning seminar about “Green Structures”.  

This theme is becoming very prominent in Civil 
Engineering and May 28, 2008 will be an opportunity 
for ASCE and SEAVT members to learn more about 
Green Building and how we can incorporate that into our 
designs. 
 

 
 

Respectfully, 
Shawn 
 

2007/2008 ASCE Meeting Schedule 
February 22, 2008  EWeek Banquet  

Topic: "The Decline of Spaceship Earth”, a 
discussion on Global Warming by Matthys Levy 
Location: Burlington, VT Area 

March 19, 2008  VTASCE Meeting  
 Topic: Low Pressure Sewer Design 

Location: Norwich University, Northfield, 
VT 
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April 24, 2008 VTASCE/VSE Joint 
Meeting  

 Topic: ? and Vermont Engineering Student 
Presentations 
Location: ? 

May 28, 2007   VTASCE Meeting  
Topic: Dudley H. Davis Student Center 
Project 
Location: Livack Ballroom, Davis Center 
University of Vermont, Burlington, VT 
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Date: Friday, February 22, 2008 
Time: 5:30 pm to ~9:00 pm 
 

DINNER PRESENTATION: 
Matthys P. Levy, founding Principal and Chairman 
Emeritus of Weidlinger Associates Consulting 
Engineers, will headline this year’s event.  He will give a 
presentation entitled “The Decline of Spaceship Earth - 
A Discussion on Global Warming”.   
 
This presentation will include an overview of global 
warming as presented in his book entitled “Why The 
Wind Blows – A History of Weather and Global 
Warming”.  Mr. Levy transforms the essentially dry 
subject of meteorology into a series of adventure stories 
that share a common theme: ignorance of changing 
weather patterns.  They constitute a persuasive argument 
for readers to act to alter the effects of global warming 
on future generations while there is still time. 
 
Speaker:   Mr. Matthys Levy 
Times:  Social Gathering 5:30 – 6:30 pm 

Dinner: 6:30 pm 
Presentation and Awards to follow 

Location: Burlington Sheraton, 870 Williston Road 
Burlington, VT 
 
Cost: $35 per person, $20 per student 
Reservations: Contact Amanda Hanaway-Corrente 
for RSVP by Feb 15th, 2008 
Email: amanda.hanawaycorrente@stantec.com 
Phone: 802-864-0223 
 

See announcement at end for more information 
 

RSVP Deadline: by February 15, 2007 
 

Directions:  From I-89 NORTH or SOUTH:  
·  Take exit  14W 
·  At second light, take a right into Sheraton 

parking lot.  
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Our January VTASCE/VSPE meeting was a presentation 
by Mr. Ken Pidgeon.  Ken discussed ECI Rail 
Constructors role in the Bellows Falls Tunnel lowering 
project.   
 
The $2.5M project involved track work, underpinning 
(soldier pile & lagging with cross braces), shotcrete 
work, controlled blasting, retaining wall construction, 
and utility relocations.  The 12-month-long project was 
scheduled with two daily work windows between 4:30 
am and noon and again from 12:30 to 5:30 pm.  This 
allowed the railroad to continue their operations.   The 
final excavation to the design track profile was done 
during a 24-hour work blitz that lasted 3 days.  An 
article on the project was featured in the October 07 
issue of Civil Engineering Magazine. 
 
The meeting had over 60 people in attendance and 
everyone had a great time eating Chinese Food at the 
Peking Duck. 
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ASCE members must now renew their 2008 
membership.  Ensure you don’t miss a minute of your 
membership by visiting www.asce.org/renewal today. 
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VTASCE is seeking energetic civil engineers who would 
like to become more actively involved in their society.  
You will have the opportunity to network with other 
Civil Engineers in VT, to practice your public speaking 
skills, and to share your knowledge of Civil Engineering 
with others.   
 
We are currently seeking nominees for President, 
President-Elect, Treasurer, Secretary, Newsletter Editor, 
and Webmaster for the 2008-2009 term.  You can 
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nominate yourself to a position.  The term limits are 
May 2008 through May 2009. 
 
If you are interested in becoming involved with a terrific 
organization that supports Civil Engineering in your 
state, please contact Shawn P. Kelley at 
skelley@geodesign.net or call 802-674-2033 x 209 
today! 
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VTASCE Secretary went to Baltimore, MD to take part 
in the Workshop for Section and Branch Leaders.  Mat 
attending many workshops and meetings and gained 
important and substantial information to assist in his 
roles as a leader in VTASCE.  Thanks for attending Mat! 
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Region 1 is offering companies the opportunity to be 
featured on the region’s website 
(http://region1.asce.org/).  For a contribution of 
$250/year the Region will post a firm or individual's 
business card/logo, with hyperlink to their homepage, on 
the Region 1 website.  Sponsorship funds will help to 
defray Region 1 operating expenses and future event 
costs associated with advancing the goals of the Society.  
Those interested in participating should contact Mark 
Rusnica (rusnica@nycap.rr.com) for additional detail. 
 

	�
���
���

����������	����� �

I. COMPANY ADVERTISMENTS 
We are now selling advertisement space in our 
newsletter.  The price for advertisement will be: 
 $12.50 per Ad in 1 Newsletter 
 $38.00 per Ad in 4 Newsletters 
 $50.00 per Ad in 8 Newsletters 
 $62.50 per Ad in 12 Newsletters 
These prices also include the posting of the same 
advertisement on our new website!  Please note the 
updated fees. 
 
II.  JOB POSTING ADVERTISMENTS 
We are now selling employment opportunity 
advertisement space in our newsletter.  The price for 
advertisement will be: 

$25.00 per Ad in 1 Newsletter 
 $90.00 per Ad in 4 Newsletters 
 $170.00 per Ad in 8 Newsletters 
 $250.00 per Ad in 12 Newsletters 
These prices also include the posting of the same 
advertisement on our new website!  PLEASE NOTE: if 
you purchase a job posting, your company automatically 

will receive a free Company Advertisement.  Please note 
the updated fees. 
 
Please send your advertisements to our Newsletter 
Editor, Shawn P. Kelley.  It should include your 
company logo (.jpeg or .tiff), the text for the 
advertisement, and a business card (for the Company 
Advertisement section). 
 
III.  DO YOU HAVE AN OLD CELL 
PHONE????? 
Consider donating your old cell phone to the ASCE VT 
SECTION.  We will take your phone and turn it into 
cash and use it for our ASCE VT Section.  We use 
donations to support local ASCE Student Chapters and 
VT Section sponsored events.  Please consider mailing 
your cell phone to Shawn Kelley at GeoDesign, Inc. 
P.O. Box 699, Windsor, VT 05089. 
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The Vermont Section of ASCE depends on its 
membership to update their member information with 
ASCE National.  Please make sure ASCE has your latest 
contact information by calling 1-800-548-ASCE (2723) 
or visiting www.asce.myprofile.org to update your 
record.  
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The Green Mountain Civil Report is the newsletter of 
the Vermont Section of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers.  This newsletter intends to keep you up-to-
date on the activities of civil engineers around our state. 
 
Please feel free to contact us with your announcements.  
We would be happy to include them in our newsletter.  
The newsletter is typically distributed via email, 
however if you would like a hard copy or if you are not 
receiving the E-Newsletter and would like to, please 
contact Shawn Kelley (President, Newsletter Editor, 
Webmaster) at skelley@geodesign.net or any of the 
officers listed at the end of the newsletter. 
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This ceremony is an opportunity for an engineer to 
formalize his or her commitment to the engineering 
profession.  This year’s ceremony will be held in 101 
Fleming Museum, University of Vermont on Friday, 
February 22, and will begin at 4:30 p.m.  Parking will be 
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available in the Votey Hall parking lot.  If you’re 
interested in participating, please contact Michelle 
Mayette at 656-8413 or Michelle.Mayette@uvm.edu.   
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All Vermont Engineers are invited to gather in the Card 
Room at the Statehouse on Thursday, May 29th from 
8am - 1:30pm.  Representatives from the state 
engineering societies will be available to discuss issues 
that are of interest to the engineering community.  We 
welcome all to attend and meet the local professionals 
dedicated to protecting the health, safety and welfare of 
the general public. 
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The Green Mountain Civil Report is the newsletter of 
the Vermont Section of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers.  This newsletter intends to keep you up-to-
date on the activities of civil engineers around our state. 
 
Please feel free to contact us with your announcements.  
We would be happy to include them in our newsletter.  
The newsletter is typically distributed via email, 
however if you would like a hard copy or if you are not 
receiving the E-Newsletter and would like to, please 
contact Shawn Kelley (President, Newsletter Editor, 
Webmaster) at skelley@geodesign.net or any of the 
officers listed at the end of the newsletter. 
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INTRODUCTION 

As a Field Naturalist and Wetlands Consultant with 
DuBois & King, Inc. for the past twenty years, I have 
been observing an on-going growth in the scientific 
understanding of wetlands, as well as a continuously 
evolving set of rules and regulations governing their 
uses.  Working as I do for an engineering firm, I have 
also observed the steady increase in challenges to site 
development presented both by increasingly difficult 
sites and by changing and increasing permit processes.  
As time goes by, it seems that most of the prime sites for 
development have already been taken, leaving sites with 
more challenges, such as wetlands, to be dealt with.   
Given the increasing need for engineers to address 
wetland issues, and the changing nature of wetland 
regulations, I offer the following update on the latest 
changes in federal wetland regulations in Vermont. 

Federal Wetland Permitting 

The US Army Corps of Engineers regulates work in 
wetlands and waterbodies under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  In Vermont, this regulation occurs 
through an “Individual Permit” for large impacts, 
typically of one acre or more.  Smaller impacts are 
regulated through a “General Permit, State of Vermont.” 
 
A new General Permit (“GP”) was recently issued, 
replacing the previous GP, and becoming effective on 
December 5, 2007.  Projects previously permitted under 
the old GP, but for which work had not commenced or 
for which a contract for the work had not been signed by 
12/5/07, have expired. Those projects must be 
resubmitted for a new permit.  If the proposed work has 
not changed since the original application, and if the 
project does not involve resources whose permitting 
procedures have changed under the new permit, the old 
application can simply be resubmitted with a request for 
a new permit.   
 
DuBois & King, Inc. submitted one such project, a 
subdivision and construction of a new State Employees 
Credit Union in Rutland, for a GP in September 2007.  
The project received a GP on September 11, 2007, but it 
carried an expiration date of October 15, 2007!   
Fortunately, no changes from the original application 
were proposed, and no permitting was required under the 
categories which have changed in the new GP.  Re-
submittal of the original application resulted in prompt 
re-permitting under the new GP, immediately following 
the new permit’s effective date.  
 
Projects whose GP’s have expired prior to 
commencement or contracting of the work, and which 
do involve changes as described above, may require 
additional information to be added to the original permit 
application to bring it into compliance with the new 
regulations. 

CHANGES TO THE GP PERMITTING PROCESS 

There are two main differences between the old and new 
GP:  One is focused on stream crossings, and other is 
focused on secondary and cumulative impacts (more 
discussion below).  Other minor administrative changes 
have been incorporated, as have changes to the State 
Water Quality Certification process which accompanies 
Corps of Engineers permitting. 

Administrative changes 

The old GP Categories A and B are now designated as 
Categories 1 and 2, to conform with GP’s in other states.  
Category 1 projects (generally, those impacting less than 
3,000 square feet of wetland and/or waterbody) do not 
require formal COE permitting, although the projects 
must conform to all of the conditions of the GP.  
Category 2 projects, for impacts between 3,000 square 
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feet and one acre, require an application to the COE, 
consisting of existing and proposed project plans and a 
narrative to describe the aquatic resources, efforts to 
minimize impacts, and unavoidable impacts. 

State Water Quality Certification 

Water quality certification (WQC) from the Vermont 
Agency of Natural Resources (VANR) has been granted 
to all Category 1 projects, provided that all other 
required permits (such as Conditional Use 
Determinations and Stream Alteration, Lake 
Encroachment, Dam Construction and VT F&W Stream 
Obstruction permits) are obtained.  However, stream 
crossings at locations with drainage areas or one square 
mile or greater that would otherwise qualify for 
Category 1 of the GP are granted a WQC subject to the 
following: 

·  The crossing is a temporary installation 
consistent with the “Acceptable Management 
Practices for Maintaining Water Quality on 
Logging Jobs in Vermont,” or  

·  The crossing has received written approval from 
the VANR, or  

·  More than 30 calendar days elapse without a 
response from the date of receipt by the VANR 
of complete information describing the crossing 
location and design. 

Stream Crossings 

Regarding stream crossings, all projects must comply 
with GP General Condition (GC) #21, 
Waterway/Wetland Work and Crossings and VT Fish & 
Wildlife Department performance standards.  The goals 
of these standards relate to the ability of a crossing 
structure to withstand and prevent restriction of high 
flows, to maintain low flows, and to prevent obstruction 
to the movement of aquatic life.  Design considerations 
to implement those goals include the maintenance or 
provision of streambed composition and form, the design 
of streambed profiles and alignments similar to adjacent 
stream reaches, and design of culvert elevations to 
remain embedded (oversized and partially buried) to 
maintain a natural stream bottom.  

Secondary impacts 

Regarding secondary impacts, the GP defines these as 
“effects on an aquatic ecosystem that are associated with 
a discharge of dredged or fill materials, but do not result 
from the actual placement of the dredged or fill 
materials.  The COE does not regulate secondary 
impacts unless there is an actual placement of dredged or 
fill material.”   
 
Elsewhere in the GP, examples of secondary impacts are 
given as “areas drained, flooded, cleared, excavated or 
fragmented,” as well as interference with travel 
corridors, impacts to vernal pools and their associated 

uplands, and hydrologic and water quality impact.  Once 
jurisdiction is triggered on a project, the areas of 
secondary impacts must be included in the total impact 
area in a permit application. 

Cumulative impacts 

Regarding cumulative impacts, the extent of past, 
present and foreseeable developments in an area may be 
considered, but “cumulative impacts should be estimated 
only to the extent that they are reasonable and practical.” 

CONCLUSION 

Most of the changes in the new GP are formalizations of 
trends in policy which have been developing in recent 
years, and should not create undue burdens on the 
engineering community, provided that the changes are 
understood and accounted for in the permit application 
process.  The Vermont Project Office of the Corps of 
Engineers reports a smooth transition thus far from the 
old to the new GP. 
 
Article submitted by Charlotte W. Brodie, Field Naturalist and 
Certified NH Wetland Scientist. Charlotte can be reached in the 
Williston office of DuBois & King: 802 878 7661.  
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In January of 2007, the Water Supply Division (WSD) 
convened what turned out be the first in a series of 
public meetings on the subject of regulating consecutive 
water systems. That meeting was intended to focus on 
suggested changes to how we regulate newly forming 
consecutive water systems, which typically result from 
the extension of a municipal water line serving 10 or 
more residential units where the municipality does not 
take over the new water distribution piping. The 
Division believed the changes were significant enough 
to merit public comment before being implemented. 
 
The changes that were proposed consisted of having the 
parent system (typically, a municipality) serve as a co-
applicant for line extension projects and agree to acquire 
control of the new distribution piping, thereby avoiding 
formation of a new consecutive system. However, this 
would not have been required; we would have continued 
to accept construction permit applications as in the past, 
but we would have made the financial and managerial 
capacity review more stringent for the new consecutive 
system prior to issuing a permit. Following permit 
issuance, the permit would be filed in the municipal land 
records to provide notice to prospective purchasers of 
their potential responsibility for operating a public water 
system.  
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As the meeting progressed, questions and comments 
invariably focused on how existing consecutive water 
systems are regulated. By the end of the meeting, it was 
decided that two work groups should be formed, one to 
examine and make recommendations for regulation of 
new systems and the other to do the same for existing 
consecutive systems.  
 
In early spring of this year, Secretary Crombie instructed 
the WSD to work with public water system 
representatives and develop recommendations by 
September 30, 2007 for his consideration. As part of our 
examination of the issue, he asked that we contact other 
states in the region to find out how they are regulating 
consecutive systems.  
 
Two meetings were held in June with representatives 
from a cross section of municipalities, public water 
systems, consulting engineers and consecutives systems. 
The WSD subsequently held a public meeting in July 
and solicited volunteers for the two workgroups, which 
met in August to develop the recommendations. An 
objective that evolved during the course of developing 
the recommendations was to arrive at an approach that 
simultaneously reduces the cost of operating consecutive 
public water systems without eroding public health 
protection and enabling a reduction in the number of 
individual systems regulated by the State. 
 
The Recommendations  
Existing Consecutive Water Systems  
 

The work group’s recommended adoption of the federal 
exemption and using the four federal criteria plus one 
additional Vermont-specific criterion that establishes 
certain wholesale system responsibilities. Qualifying as 
an exempt public water system does not mean that the 
system is no longer a public water system, but instead 
simply means that federal primary drinking water 
regulations do not apply. The four Federal and proposed 
Vermont-specific criteria are summarized as follows:  

 
1. The system consists only of distribution and 

storage facilities (and does not have any collection 
and treatment facilities).  

2. The system obtains all of its water from, but is 
not owned or operated by, a public water system to 
which the Federal Primary Drinking Water 
Regulations apply.  

3. The system does not sell water to any person.  
4. The system is not a carrier which conveys 

passengers in interstate commerce.  
5. An agreement has been executed between the 
systems establishing the respective operational and 
maintenance responsibilities of the parties. The 
agreement is evidenced or documented by a letter issued 
by the wholesale water system to the WSD confirming 

that an agreement is in place that provides for the 
following:  

·  The regulated wholesale water system will include 
the exempted PWS in its water quality sampling 
plans;  

·  The wholesale water system will take 
responsibility for issuing public notice; and  

·  The wholesale water system will take 
responsibility for issuing consumer confidence 
reports for the consecutive water system.  

 
The WSD would not need to review nor approve the 
agreement itself. The contents of the agreement would 
be solely within the discretion of the parties.  
 
Once all five criteria are met, the consecutive system 
would be exempt from complying with the State and 
Federal Drinking Water Regulations. However the 
wholesale and exempted consecutive systems would 
need to abide by their agreed upon responsibilities. 
Exempted water systems would be governed by the 
wholesale system’s rules and regulations, like any other 
customer of that system. The wholesale system would be 
responsible for complying with directives of the Agency 
of Natural Resources Secretary to address deficiencies 
within the exempted consecutive system if the 
deficiencies posed a public health hazard or significant 
public health risk. Incidentally, this is the same standard 
used to determine whether a full operating permit can be 
legally issued to a public water system.  
 
Absorbing existing consecutive systems is voluntary on 
the part of the wholesale system. Inclusion of the 
consecutive system into the overall wholesale system 
sampling plan does not necessarily mean that water 
quality samples must be taken within the exempted 
PWS, but rather, the regulated wholesale system must 
take that “part” of its system into consideration when 
developing/revising its sampling plans. If all five 
exemption criteria are met, the WSD would register the 
water system as an exempt public water system. The 
WSD would notify both the wholesale and consecutive 
systems of the changed status of the consecutive system 
and only maintain some minimal information about the 
consecutive in the WSD records.  
 
In the future, if the consecutive system cannot meet one 
or more of the exemption criteria, the system would lose 
its exempt status. This would include a rescission of the 
wholesale and consecutive systems’ agreement. If a 
consecutive system cannot meet all five criteria, the 
WSD will continue to regulate the existing consecutive 
system as a public water system in accordance with all 
applicable state statutes and regulations. However, we 
believe that the regulatory burden facing an exempted 
consecutive system for failure to abide by its agreement 
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with the wholesale system is sufficient incentive to avoid 
such from happening.  
 
Regulation of New Water Line Extension Projects  
 
The construction of a new waterline extension of 500 
linear feet or more serving (more than one building and) 
25 or more people on average per day would only be 
permitted if one of the following criteria is met.  
1. The wholesale system supplying water takes 

ownership or full operational responsibility over the 
proposed distribution piping and components. The 
new users on the line extension would thus be 
considered customers of the wholesale system. The 
new line extension and connected infrastructure 
would not be independently regulated by the WSD 
and would be regarded as part of the parent water 
system.  

2. The wholesale system supplying water does not take 
ownership or full operational responsibility of the 
distribution line, but instead the consecutive system 
meets the federal exemption criteria, plus enters into 
an agreement with the developer to establish 
respective operational and maintenance 
responsibilities. In this case, the consecutive system 
would be classified as an exempt public water 
system, with the parent system responsible for water 
quality sampling, public notice and consumer 
confidence reporting. As with the preexisting 
exempt consecutive systems, the new exempt 
consecutive public water systems would be 
registered with the WSD.  

3. The wholesale system supplying water does not take 
ownership or any operational responsibility of the 
line extension, in which case, the developer 
demonstrates to the WSD that the current and future 
owners of the new distribution line and public 
community water system will have the technical, 
managerial, and financial capability (Capacity) to 
operate the infrastructure as a regulated consecutive 
public water system. If the consecutive system is 
determined to have Capacity, the WSD would 
regulate it as a consecutive public water system. 
However, if it is determined that the proposed 
consecutive will not have Capacity, the WSD will 
not permit the project.  

 
The intent is to avoid the proliferation and permitting of 
new privately owned consecutive water systems (as 
opposed to municipal consecutives systems which might 
need to exist). To facilitate wholesale system takeover of 
new line extensions/distribution lines and components, a 
new design requirement would be added for projects. 
Design of new facilities would be required to conform to 
applicable municipal water use ordinance design 
standards in addition to the Vermont Water Supply Rule 
- Chapter 21, Appendix A. New line extensions 

permitted under criterion 3 above are considered new 
consecutive public water systems, and as such, will be 
assigned a Water System Identification number recorded 
in the Safe Drinking Water Information System.  
 
The Next Step  
We are currently working on statutory changes to enable 
implementation of the recommendations with the hope 
that the changes will be adopted this legislative session. 
Stay tuned…  
 
Article submitted by Eric Blatt, Engineering and Financial Services 
Section Chief 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) this 
week announced that a serious design flaw was found in 
some of the gusset plates on the I-35W bridge in 
Minneapolis, which collapsed on August 1, 2007. As a 
result, the NTSB issued a recommendation that the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) require 
bridge owners to verify that the stress levels in all 
structural elements, including gusset plates, remain 
within applicable requirements whenever planned 
modifications or operational changes may significantly 
increase stresses. This would apply to all non-load-path-
redundant steel truss bridges within the National Bridge 
Inventory. 
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For more information on ASCE’s webinars, go to 
http://www.asce.org/conted/distancelearning/online_webseminars.cfm 
 

Feb. 14 
On-Site Circulation and Access Design for 
Commercial Developments ~Part II  

Feb. 15 
The New Marketplace – Achieving 
Success Through Stronger Client and 
Community Relationships New Webinar 

Feb. 19 
How To Plan Your Projects Effectively ~ 
Part I  

Feb. 20 Design of Wood-Framed Sloped Roofs  
Feb. 21 Intersection Design and Channelization  

Feb. 22 
Design of Wood Connections New 
Webinar 

Feb. 26 
How To Plan Your Projects Effectively ~ 
Part II  

Feb. 27 
Delegation: Why Put Off Until Tomorrow 
What Someone Else Can Do Today?  

Feb. 28 Traffic Calming: Best Practices, Part I  
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The ASCE Key Contact Program provides busy civil 
engineers with opportunities to get involved in public 
policy activities.  

Joining is easy! Visit http://www.asce.org/govrel and 
click on “Key Contact Program” to complete the online 
registration form. Brochures and additional information 
materials are available to distribute at Section and 
Branch meetings and gatherings. Contact Leslie Nolen, 
ASCE’s Senior Manager of Grassroots and State 
Government Relations, at lnolen@asce.org or 202-789-
7846 for more information. 
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(The new “Six Clicks” Advocacy Website - 
http://www.asce.org/advocacy.html) 
An easy way to connect with your legislators to...  

·  Send your federal or state representative a 
message on current civil engineering legislation. 

·  Learn about issues and bills affecting civil 
engineering that are active in congress and your 
state legislature. 

·  Track how your U.S. Representative and 
Senators voted on key ASCE bills.  


�	�����
	
�������	�
����

��������������	���������
 �

The nation needs to commit substantial resources to 
invest in the nation’s transportation infrastructure for a 
strong and stable economic future, according to a long-
awaited report released today by the National Surface 
Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission. 

The Commission, formed by the 2005 enactment of 
SAFETEA-LU, recommended a number of steps to take 
to improve the nation’s transportation systems, including 
an increase of 25 to 40 cents per gallon in the gasoline 
user fee to help fund an estimated $225 billion annual 
investment needed to provide the nation with “an 
advanced surface transportation system capable of 
sustaining strong economic growth.” 

Three of the 12 commissioners dissented from the 
recommendations. Commission Chairman Mary Peters 

along with Commissioners Maria Cino and Rick Geddes 
objected to the recommendations, citing concerns with 
additional taxes as well as some aspects of the suggested 
re-organization of the federal Department of 
Transportation. 

ASCE applauded the Commission’s findings, and 
released a statement earlier today from President David 
G. Mongan, P.E., F.ASCE, saying, “ASCE strongly 
encourages our national leaders to seriously embrace this 
new report as a roadmap for planning, developing and 
financing the kind of transportation system that will be 
able to meet our needs in the 21st century.” 
Regarding the dissenting opinions, Mongan stated, “the 
Society is disappointed by the administration’s 
continued shortsighted refusal to acknowledge that a gas 
tax increase must be part of the answer.” 

ASCE has been a strong voice of concern regarding 
chronic underfunding of our nation’s infrastructure 
needs, particularly surface transportation. Our 2005 
Report Card for America’s Infrastructure outlined 
serious deficiencies, giving a grade of D to the nation’s 
roads, C to bridges and D+ to transit. 

������
����� �
I.  A new legislative report says that the repair of roads, 
bridges and railways could face a budget shortfall of 
$203 million a year at current funding levels. The report 
from the Legislature's fiscal analysts says the state could 
see an overall shortage of $6 billion in transportation 
revenue over the next 30 years. The yearly shortfall is 
for keeping roads and bridges in "serviceable condition." 
It does not include the Circumferential Highway in 
Chittenden County or the Morrisville bypass or other 
new construction. It does not include new capital 
projects, such as the Circumferential Highway in 
Chittenden County or the Morrisville bypass. Boston 
Globe 1/13 

II.  The transportation budget unveiled by Gov. James 
Douglas earlier this week includes more money to repair 
roads, bridges and culverts in the state. But some 
lawmakers say the proposal doesn't go far enough in 
addressing Vermont's deteriorating transportation 
infrastructure. Rep. Sue Minter, a Waterbury Democrat, 
said the $424 million budget proposal, up 3.6 percent 
over last year, will only exacerbate the increasingly poor 
road conditions faced by Vermont motorists. Legislators 
also are concerned about cuts in town highway 
programs, which they say could result in higher 
municipal property tax bills. Legislators will have to 
approve the Administration's transportation proposal 
before it takes effect. A report, issued by fiscal analysts 
for the Legislature in December, warned of a $6 billion 
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transportation shortfall over the next 30 years. The 
estimated $203 million annual deficit, according to the 
report, is for maintaining existing roads and bridges in 
"serviceable condition." It does not include new capital 
projects, such as the Circumferential Highway in 
Chittenden County or the Bennington Bypass. Neale 
Lunderville, secretary of the Agency of Transportation, 
said Wednesday that the Administration's proposal 
ensures headway on the pavement, bridge and culvert 
repair the state has neglected for decades. Maintenance 
and preservation funds, he said, are up 47 percent over 
last year, and up 160 percent from two years ago.  
Times-Argus 1/28/08 

,���(&&������ �

1)      

 

Geotechnical Engineer  
 

GeoDesign, Inc. is seeking applicants for geotechnical 
engineering opportunities in VT and CT.  Positions 
include internships and full-time assignments.  Visit our 
website at www.geodesign.net for company contact 
information. 

2)                  

Engineering Ventures, Inc. 
Civil/Site and/or Structural  

Project Managers & Engineers  
 

Progressive engineering firm seeks experienced, creative 
engineers to become part of a highly reputable, local and 
growing firm engaged in a wide range of high quality 
private and public design projects.  Positions in 
Burlington, Vermont and Lebanon, NH.  Submit letter of 
interest and resume to: trishd@engineeringventures.com 
or fax to 802-863-6306 

3)  
CIVIL/ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER 
The Rutland office of SVE Associates, a civil/survey 
engineering firm with offices in Brattleboro, Rutland and 
Norwich, Vermont, and Greenfield, MA and Keene, NH 
has an opening for a Professional Civil/Environmental 
Engineer.  The applicant should have a State of 
Vermont Professional Engineering license (with an 
ANR’s Designer License Compliance preferred) with 
experience in site and water/sewer/stormwater system 
design and a working familiarity with State of Vermont 
environmental regulations and their permitting process.   
 
Interested candidates may submit a cover letter and 
resume to: 
SVE Associates 
Att’n: Michael H. Roberts, P.E. 
69 Grove Street 
Rutland, VT  05701 
Telephone: (802) 775-1181 
or mroberts@sveassoc.com 

4) 
�

�����������	
��
�����
�
��	 �

�
�'�#('�)''*+$,�#�-./0$.-12��
-#3'$-'4�1#$4+4#-'�-.�3'#4�
.5(��+,26#7��')+,$�
'#8�

+$-.�-2'�95-5('��� �

 

 
Vermont * New Hampshire 

* Maine 

 
CLD offers a 

competitive salary, top 
flight benefits, and a 

great work 
environment, full of 

opportunity, challenge 
and reward! 

 
 

Interested candidates: 
Contact Lisa King at  

CLD Consulting 
Engineers, Inc. 

540 Commercial Street,  
Manchester, NH  03101 

Or via e-mail to 
lisak@cldengineers.com 

 

 
Rare opportunity! 
 
Manchester, NH:  

·  Highway Design 
Team Leader 

 
See our website for further details 
regarding this exciting opportunity! 
 

��������������������	
 

CLD is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer 
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5) ����

 

 
We offer a 

competitive salary, 
excellent benefits 

package, and a great 
team working 
environment. 

 
We have opened a Williston office!  
 
We currently have the following openings for 
employment in our Williston and Montpelier offices.  
 
Civil/Site Engineers: 
����������	
��	�
�	�����	�����������	���������	�
�� ��	
����	
�	���
������	������	��	�����	������������	���	
���	 ������	
�
�	���		����������������	����	�������	����	������� 	��������	
�����	���	�����	�������	����������	�����������	

���������	�������	��������	���	�����	���	�����	��� ��������		
�	�������	���������	�
	������ �	�������
���	���	��� �	
����������	��
�����	��	��!������  
 
Structural Engineers: 
����������	
��	�
�	"���������	�����������	��������� 	�
����	

���	�	���
������	������	��	�����	������������	���	 
���	
������	�
�	���		����������������	����	�������	����� 	������	
���	��������	�������	����	���������������	���	�� 	
����������		�	�������	���������	�
	������ �	������� 
���	
���	����	����������	��
�����	��	��!������		#������� �	���	
���������	
��	���
	���	���������	���	�$���������	
����������  
 

Please send letter of interest and resume to 
jobs@dirtsteel.com. 

Visit our website for more information. 
www.dirtsteel.com 

 

81 RIVER STREET, MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05602 
p. 802.223.4727      f. 802.223.4740 

400 CORNERSTONE DRIVE, WILLISTON, VERMONT 05495 
p. 802.876.5022    f. 802.876.5025 

 

6)�

 
Trudell Consulting Engineers (TCE) is a long standing 
civil/site engineering and survey firm. TCE is seeking 
qualified applicants for various technical, survey and 
engineering related opportunities in our Williston, 
Vermont office. Available positions may include 
internships and full-time assignments. Visit our website 
at www.trudellconsulting.com for current job listings, 
services, and company contact information.  
 
END OF JOB OFFERINGS 
If your company has any job openings, please submit 
them to Shawn Kelley, VT Section Newsletter Editor at 
skelley@geodesign.net for posting. 
 

����������	����	� �
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1) GeoCongress 08 

 

Geo-Congress 2008 Draft Paper Submissions Open 

When: March 9-12, 2008 
Where: Sheraton New Orleans 
Details: 
http://content.asce.org/conferences/geocongress2008/    
Once again, the Geo-Institute of ASCE returns to New 
Orleans to bring you GeoCongress 2008. The Congress 
will be alive with discussions of current trends on the 
role of geoengineers and geoscientists in protecting and 
preserving our environment and will highlight the 
expansive and interdisciplinary nature of 
geoenvironmental issues. ASCE would like to remind 
you that draft paper submission is now open for Geo 08. 
 
2) 2008 Structures Congress 

2008 Structures Congress Vancouver, Canada April 
24-26, 2008.  Deadline for Abstract Submissions: 
June 15  
The 2008 Structures Congress Call for Papers is now 
open. Paper abstracts should be no more than two 
printed pages per abstract. Paper abstracts must include 
each author’s full name, credentials, affiliation, location, 
and contact information (including email address). Any 
special comments should be written at the bottom of the 
abstract page. 
Please visit: 
http://content.asce.org/conferences/structures2008/call.ht
ml for more information. 
3) GEESD IV Draft Paper Submissions 

Open 

 
When: May 18-22, 2008 
Where: Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel, 
Sacramento, Calif.  
Details: 
http://content.asce.org/conferences/geesd08/ 
GEESD IV is the 4th decennial Geotechnical Earthquake 
Engineering and Soil Dynamics Conference organized 
by the EESD Committee of ASCE's Geo-Institute. 
GEESD IV will bring together the broad community of 
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geo-professionals working on earthquake engineering 
and soil dynamics problems for this comprehensive 
decennial examination of our technical disciplines. Draft 
paper submission for this innovative conference is now 
open. 
4) 2008 National Hydraulic Engineers 

Conference 

 
When: August 26-29, 2008 
Where: Holiday Inn By the Bay, Portland, ME.  
Details: http://www.maine.gov/mdot-
stage/nhec/indexbkup.php 
 
As surface transportation agencies face ever-increasing 
challenges imposed by broadening environmental 
considerations, dwindling human and financial 
resources, aging infrastructure and assets, and 
hydrological consequences of global climate change, it is 
critical for project stakeholders to pool knowledge and 
resources. In recognition of today’s complex and 
dynamic work environment, the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in partnership with the Maine 
Department of Transportation, the American Association 
of State Highway and Transportation Officials, and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Cold Regions Research 
Laboratory (CRREL), is please to announce the 2008 
National Hydraulic Engineering Conference (NHEC). 
The conference’s theme is “Partnering for Progress in a 
Changing Environment,” which emphasizes the vital 
roles of multi-faceted project teams and collaborations in 
successful project development and implementation. The 
intent of the conference is to equip participants with 
additional knowledge and tools to meet current and 
future challenges in hydraulics engineering through 
presentations and exhibits focusing on the use of these 
partnerships in conjunction with current research studies, 
state-of-the-art technologies, and design approaches.  
 

 

.//0!.//1�
��	��	)*(���
�	��%(��(��%�	)� �

Past President: Chantal Beliveau, P.E. M. ASCE, 
(chantalB@EngineeringVentures.com) 

 
President: Shawn P. Kelley, Ph.D., M. ASCE 
(skelley@geodesign.net) 

 
President Elect: vacant 
 
Treasurer: Lynnette Whitney, P.E., M. ASCE 
(LWhitney@dubois-king.com) 

 
Secretary: Matthew Strauss, P.E., M. ASCE 
(mstrauss.sveassoc.com) 
 
New England Council Delegates:  
 Sherward Farnsworth, P.E., M. ASCE, 
  (Sherward.Farnsworth@state.vt.us) 
 Jean-Guy Beliveau, Ph.D., P.E., M. ASCE, 
   (beliveau@cems.uvm.edu) 
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Save The Date! 
Celebrate Engineers Week! 
 
You are cordially invited to celebrate the close of  Engineers Week 2008 at the E-
Week banquet on Friday, February 22 cd 2008!  Please invite all that may be 
interested in attending this event. 
 
Matthys P. Levy, founding Principal and Chairman Emeritus of Weidlinger Associates, 
Consulting Engineers, will headline this year’s event.  He will give a presentation entitled 
“The Decline of Spaceship Earth - A Discussion on Global Warming”.   
 
The Reception will be held at the Burlington Sherat on.  The cocktail hour will 
commence at 5:30 pm, and dinner will be served at 6 :30 pm.  Awards and the 
presentation will follow. 
 
The cost is $35 per person ($20 for students).  If you wish to only attend the 
presentation without dinner, the cost is $10.  Plea se RSVP to Amanda Hanaway-
Corrente by February 15th at amanda.hanawaycorrente@stantec.com or 864-0223. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Amanda Hanaway-Corrente 
VSPE State Director 
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National Engineers Week 2008 
February 17th – 23rd 
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Order of the Engineer 

 
Friday, February 22, 2008 

4:30 pm 
101 Fleming 

University of Vermont 
 
 

 
Please print your name as you wish it to appear on your Certificate. 
 
  
  
Name 
 
 
 
Please indicate your major, degree, and date when you expect to graduate. 
   
 
  
Degree 
 
 
THE RING : 
When you return this form to Michelle, you will be able to measure your finger 
(little finger on your working-writing-hand) with our jeweler’s ring sizer. 
 
Ring size:___________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Please complete this form and bring it, with your check (no cash) in the amount of 

$15.00, and made payable to Order of the Engineer, to 
 

Michelle Mayette 
School of Engineering 

301Votey Hall 
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To all engineering seniors: 
 

The UVM 23th Annual Order of the Engineer Ceremony  
will take place on Friday, February 22, 2008 in 
101 Fleming.  The Ceremony will begin at 
4:30pm and last for less than an hour. 
 
The Order of the Engineer was initiated in the 
United States to foster a spirit of pride, individual 
integrity and responsibility in the engineering 
profession, to bridge the gap between training and 
practice; and to present to the public a visible symbol identifying the engineer.  
 
The Obligation is a creed similar to the oath attributed to Hippocrates (460-377 
B.C.) that is generally taken by medical graduates and which sets forth an ethical 
code. The Obligation likewise, contains parts of the Canon of Ethics of major 
engineering societies. Initiates, as they accept it voluntarily, pledge to uphold the 
standards and dignity of the engineering profession and to serve humanity by 
making the best use of Earth’s precious wealth. 
 
The Order is not a membership organization; there are never any meetings to 
attend or dues to pay. Instead, the Order fosters a unity of purpose and the 
honoring of one’s pledge lifelong.  
 
The University of Vermont has been Chartered since 1986.  Since then over 600 
engineering seniors, faculty, and professionals have taken the Oath and wear the 
ring.   

Become part of this proud tradition. 
To sign up, please complete the attached form and bring it, along with your 
check for $15 made out to “Order of the Engineer” (to cover the cost of the ring) 
to: 

Michelle Mayette 
School of Engineering office 

301 Votey 
In order to have all the rings by the time of the ceremony 

the DEADLINE is Friday, February 1st 
You MUST be present at the ceremony in order to be certified as a member 
of the Order and to receive the rings. a member of the Order and to receive 

the ring 


