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DULUTH SECTION

ASCE’s mission is to provide essential value to our members, their careers, our partners and the public by
developing leadership, advancing technology, advocating lifelong learning and promoting the profession.

GREETINGS DULUTH SECTION!

Greetings,

IN THIS ISSUE

Fall finally feels like it has arrived with the cooler temperatures and dusting of
snow. Hopefully everyone’s construction projects are coming to a close before

we get our first big snowfall in the northlands. President’s
Message

Our next meeting will be the luncheon on Tuesday, November 18, at the Barr

Duluth office. The Duluth Airport Authority and SEH will be presenting on the Board of Directors

Duluth’s Air Traffic Control Tower project at DLH. Presenters will be Ryan :

Welch and Adinda Van Espen. Please join us if you can for this interesting Upcoming

presentation. You should have received a link last week via Collaborate, but if Meetings

you didn't, please reach out to us directly, and we can still help you get signed

up. Financial Update

There are also a few board chairs that are still vacant. Those positions are ASCE Duluth

Membership chair and Website chair. If you or anyone you know is interested in Section YMG

any of these positions, please contact me or a member of the board. (Upcoming Event)

We also still need a few more future speakers for our monthly luncheons so if ASCE Student

you have an interesting project you would like to share with our group, please let Section October

Tyler Yngsdal know. The available spots are after the holidays Newsletter

The Duluth YMG will be hosting monthly happy hours at various locations Meeting Minutes
around Duluth. All are welcome to join! It is a wonderful way to network with

members of the Duluth section. Sponsorship Letter

) ) Thank you
Please remember to renew your ASCE National / ASCE Duluth section Sponsors!
memberships if you have not already.
Also please try to renew your yearly company sponsorship for the Duluth ASCE Interested in submitting an
section. The sponsorship letter is in the newsletter for your use and these funds article for the ASCE
primarily support the scholarship fund which targets UMD students and newsletter or becoming a
students of our section members studying Civil Engineering or a related topic. Board Member?

In closing, please let us know if you have any ideas for future luncheons or
events. Thank you! Contact Tyler Yngsdal

(newsletter editor) for
Pete Demshar, PE information at 218.279.3001 or

Duluth Section President
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UPCOMING MEETING

Date: November 18,2025
Speakers:
¢ Ryan Welch, C.M., Director of Operations, Construction, and
Planning (Duluth Airport Authority)

e Adinda Van Espen, PE, Sr. Engineer & Project Manager (SEH)
Topic: Duluth’s Air Traffic Control Tower Development: An Airport’s
Perspective on Planning, Design & Delivery
Time: 12:00 p.m.

Location: Barr

Ryan’s Bio:

Ryan Welch, C.M,, serves as the Director of
Operations, Construction, and Planning for
the Duluth Airport Authority, where he leads
a team of managers and staff responsible for
airside and landside operations,
maintenance, and long-range infrastructure
planning at both Duluth International
Airport (DLH) and Sky Harbor Airport
(DYT). In this role, Ryan acts as the primary
operational liaison with airlines, government
agencies, tenants, contractors, and internal
departments, ensuring full compliance with
federal and state regulations, including FAR
Part 139 and CFR 49 Part 1542.209, to
maintain the highest standards of safety and security.

Currently, Ryan is overseeing more than $100 million in capital programs,
including the delivery of a new Air Traffic Control Tower, taxiway
reconstruction, and major hangar development projects supporting the
region’s growing aviation infrastructure.

Prior to his civilian leadership career, Ryan served 32 years in the United
States Army Reserve, culminating as a Brigade Command Sergeant Major.
His military service included multiple mobilizations and overseas
deployments, earning him several awards for meritorious service, including
the Bronze de Fleury Medal from the Army Engineer Regiment.

Email: rwelch@duluthairport.com
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Adinda’s Bio:

Adinda is a professional engineer and project
manager with Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc.
(SEH) who specializes in design and
construction of airport infrastructure
improvements. She leads both design and
construction efforts. Adinda's experience
includes a range of projects for airports and
communities across the Midwest, from
runways, taxiways, and airfield lighting to
airport buildings. Having provided leadership
across all project phases, she brings a
collaborative approach and a sense of service to
each airport. Over the last four years, Adinda has led construction for over
$60M in taxiway and apron reconstruction improvements at the Duluth
International Airport. Additionally, she is leading design for the civil site
improvements for the $72M Air Traffic Control Tower replacement project,
which is anticipated to break ground in 2026.

Email: avanespen@sehinc.com

MEMBERSHIP AND BOARD
MEETINGS FOR 2025/2026

Membership Meetings Board Meetings

e November 18, 2025 - BARR e November 25, 2025 - Clyde
o December 16, 2025 - TBD e December 16. 2025

e January 20 - TBD e January 27, 2026

e February 17 - TBD e February 24, 2026

e March 17 - TBD e March 24, 2026

e April- TBD e April 28, 2026

e May-TBD e May 26, 2026
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FINANCIALS

National Bank of Commerce

Main Checking $1,893.01
Younger Member Checking $4,596.44
Savings $5,493.27
Other Assets
PayPal $255.68
Other cash/checks $0.00
Petty Cash $100.00
September 2025 Total Assets $12,338.40
Increase/(Decrease) in Assets $179.56

*No significant change in assets



ASCE Come enjoy some free food and
networking opportunities with young civil

DULUTH YOUNGER MEMBER GROUP engineering professionals! NO RSVP

required, just show up!
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14 S Who: Working professionals of all ages

"A — =t and civil engineering students.
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52 SA Civil Engineering Project site Tours

sponsored by ASCE Younger Member

Group.

Past Events:
Duluth Port Authority Site Tour:

I I

The Duluth Port Authority hosted )MWW \W MWW

the fall YMG site tour where il MMM Ul
attendants learned about the l ’M ”““
history, infrastructure, and local R A
industry! Stay tuned for future
YMG site tours

Wt}mx }I

Upcoming Events:

Monday November 17th - Happy Hour at Hoops (5:30pm)
Saturday February 7th - Curling with YMG (12:00pm-4:00pm) at Superior Curling
Club

Ethics Presentation - Tuesday March 10th (2:00pm-4:30pm) at Clyde Ironworks

Additional social events & Construction Site Tours to be announced for Spring 2026
Interested? Join our email list by emailing the following:
Contact Dalton Scharmer (dalton.scharmer@sappi.com), Matt Henderson
(mhenderson@sehinc.com) or Josh Tomczak (josh@nce-duluth.com)
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ASCE STUDENT SECTION SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER

The UMD ASCE Student Section welcomed Anthony Pirkl with Lake of The Woods county and the Minnesota
County Engineers Association. Anthony spoke about what he does as a director of public works and county
engineer. Anthony also shared the MCEA scholarship and student competition with the UMD students. The
UMD students joined the YMG group for the Port Authority tour last month as well as touring the final wrap up
of the Junction Ave project right next to campus. We also completed our UMD Student Section Adopt a highway
clean up this last month. We are planning on having one more speaker this year from Granite Construction to
talk about their Polychrome Pass project happening in Denali National Park in Alaska.

UMD ASCE has also put together a small gear store that is open through November 14™". If you would like to
order something, please check out this link - UMD CE gear store. Once all orders are in, we will pick up the gear
when it is ready, and it can be picked up at the UMD CE office. If you would like a student to drop it off, please
reach out the UMD ASCE email and we can get it figured out.

Contact info: Email - UMDASCE@d.umn.edu

The competition teams are working diligently towards being ready for the ASCE Student Symposium this spring
April 16-19th. This year the regional symposium is being held in the Twin Cites at UMD-TC and St. Thomas. They
are always looking for volunteers and helpers for the competition. More information about the symposium can
be found at this link - ASCE WGLSS
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ASCE DULUTH SECTION BOARD MEETING AGENDA

September 30, 2025 - 5:30 PM
The Other Place, Duluth

Call Meeting to Order:
e Meeting called to order at 17:47
e Attendance:
Peter Demshar - President
Tyler Yngsdal - Vice President
Alex Popp - Treasurer
Jeremy Carlson - Secretary
Rose Kopecky - Website and Outreach Chair
Josh Tomczak - YMG
Ryan Swanson - Past President
Zach Huffaker - Student Section President

O O 0O O O O O O

Approval of Agenda (Pete)
¢ A motion was made by Tyler Yngsdal, seconded by Ryan Swanson to approve the agenda.
o The motion carried by the following vote: All in favor.

Approval of Minutes (Jeremy)
¢ A motion was made by Pete Demshar, seconded by Ryan Swanson to approve the August
Meeting Minutes.
o The motion carried by the following vote: All in favor.

Government Relations (Chris)
e Report card is coming in 2026 and will be led by Pete
o Chris and Pete will likely cover the Duluth items and the dam section with Hannah (chair
of the MN section)
= Meeting regularly
o AMI may assist with the Port
o Report card update will be presented at the Duluth Airport (Craig)
o Fly-in registration is coming up (May 18")
Student section update (Zach H)
e Student Section meetings are reorganizing to try to increase participation
e Pushing to get students more involved early on
o Upcoming Events
* 10/12/25: Highway Cleanup on TH53
* 10/20/25: A Pirkl from Lake of the Woods County coming to speak
Younger Member Discussion (Dalton)
e Board needs to submit recommendation for chair to Pete for appointment in the fall
o Dalton will also send meeting minutes
e Submitted bylaws
o Officers to be Chair, Vice-Chair, and Events Committee
*  YMG to submit to Board for review before submitting to the National ASCE group.
o Need to follow national template
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= Matt followed National Template for Bylaws
e Submitted ethics presentation options
o Send out save the date notice early
= Ethics presentation scheduled for 3/10/25 @ Clyde Iron Works
» Same speaker to be scheduled as before.
o Possible pricing is $60 in advance and $80 at the door
e Austin to be added to YMG checking account
o Dalton can add Austin since Dalton is already an account signer.
e Happy Hours are still to be determined
o Plan to skip December
o Looking to coordinate more of them with events at the locations (trivia days, bingo, etc.)
e Looking for tour options
o Possibly planning something with the Port
= DSPA tour potentially to be coordinated by SEH.
» Tentative schedule could be late October.
e YMG Board Representative
o Pete Demshar noted that the YMG needs to recommend the YMG Chair to the Board, then
the Board President is to appoint that position.
e  YMG meeting upcoming the week of 10/6/25 to discuss upcoming events.

Treasurer’s Report (Alex)
e Main Checking $1,803.01
Younger Member Checking $4,596.44
Savings $5,493.27
Petty Cash $100.00
PayPal $255.68
No significant change in assets
Sponsorship letter to go out for next year soon

2025-2026 Speakers (Tyler)
e October 21°' - Storm chamber system from ACF West Geosynthetics
o Speaker to be Tim Staub
e November 18" - TBD
e Tyler Yngsdal list of potential speakers
o UMD, MNDOT (London Road/Blatnik), DLH Airport, LHB/Lift Bridge, Mn Power, Hartley
Stormwater

2025-2026 BOARD MEETING / LUNCHEON SCHEDULE (ALL MEETING SCHEDULED AT 12:00 PM)
Luncheons

e September 23, 2025 - BARR

e October 21, 2025 - BARR

¢ November 18, 2025 - BARR

e December 16, 2025 - BARR

e January TBD - Potentially hosted by LHB

e February TBD - Potentially hosted by UMD
e March TBD - Potentially hosted by LHB
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Board Meetings
e September 4, 2025 - Bent Paddle

e September 30, 2025 — The Other Place
e October 28, 2025 - Mr. D’s

e November 18, 2025 - TBD

e December 16, 2025 - TBD

Newsletter Update (Tyler)
e President’s message (Pete), meeting minutes (Jeremy), YMG (Dalton), UMD section updates (Zach),
Treasurer report and Sponsorship Letter (Alex)
e Submissions Due: Send to Tyler by 10/6/2025

Membership Chair (Vacant)
e (ontact list update

Website and Outreach Chair (Rose)
e Board members/positions have been updated on the website.
e Nominate section for small section website award

Toothpick Bridge Chair (Travis)
e Start planning in October for the 2026 event
e Plan to rename this committee to the K-12 outreach committee
e  Work with Travis in fall to determine how Board can support efforts
o Possible need to help update list of teachers at schools
o Pete to reach out to Travis to get update.

Ongoing Business:
e ASCE Archival documents (Rose has)
e Board Seat Email platform — New email
o Board seat Cut sheet for positions.
o Review the Section Bylaws in comparison with the National Template for updates.
* Need to be finalized and sent to National
*  One more Board working meeting to finish
o Ryan Swanson to share login information for email and OneDrive with Jeremy Carlson
e Committee chair cut sheet
YMG Committee Chair
Student Practitioner Advisor
Membership
K-12 Outreach
Government Relations
Website and Outreach

Matrix and Bylaw Review

O O O O O O

e Budget typically prepared in April for approval in May
e Alex Popp to work on prepping budget for Board review.
New Business
e Al Vordebruggen requested credit for the September luncheon due to being sick and unable to attend.

o Ryan Swanson motioned, Tyler Yngsdal seconded to allow Al to carry his payment to the next
month’s meeting

o The motion carried by the following vote: all in favor.
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e Update One Drive files

o All Ryan Swanson’s information is on OneDrive.
o Pete Demshar needs to upload templates that he has saved offline.
e Sponsorship count (1) (Tyler)

¢ End of year banquet date should be evaluated for 2026 to align with UMD calendar to make it easier for
scholarship recipients to attend and encourage other students to attend as well. This topic is tabled for
future discussion.

¢ Golf outing as a future engagement activity
e Section website and LinkedIn links will be added to the email signature for Section
e Annual report
o Reference email sent to members earlier this week.
o YMG needs to complete Annual Report
o Tyler Yngsdal to evaluate
Next Board Meeting: 10/2825 at Mr. D’s in West Duluth
Adjournment:

e Meeting adjourned at 18:58

10
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ASCE DULUTH SECTION SPONSORSHIP LETTER

We want to thank you for supporting The Duluth Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers in the past. Your
sponsorship helps fund several programs that are specific to the Duluth Section. The first being our toothpick bridge
competition. This program helps promote civil engineering at a young age, which is vital to the future of our profession.
The second program is our annual scholarships to civil engineering and civil engineering technology students. Your
sponsorship helps our local ASCE section to promote these valuable activities. That is why it is time again for us to ask
you to renew your sponsorship, or consider a new sponsorship for 2025-2026. Our membership is comprised of
engineers from a diverse range of companies (engineering, construction and geotechnical, etc.). We are very proud to
showcase your company logo on our sponsor page.

With a contribution of $ 250, your company’s logo will be displayed in each section newsletter from September 2025
through August 2026. Our newsletter is produced 9 months of the year and reaches all of our 250+ members. Your
support also aids the Duluth ASCE Section’s efforts to keep the civil engineering community actively involved through
technical presentations and networking luncheons, social activities, and student outreach activities.

If you would like to renew your sponsorship or become a sponsor, please send a check payable to ASCE - Duluth Section
to the Section PO Box:

ASCE Duluth Section
P.O. Box 211
Duluth, MN 55802

New sponsors, or to update logos, email your company logo to Tyler Yngsdal at:

Sincerely,
The Duluth Section Board of Directors

1
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THANKS TO OUR 2025 SPONSORS!

(Consider being a sponsor!)
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