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Maine Section ASCE - Save the Date(s)  

Better late than never, I guess! 

We apologize for the delayed issue of this 
month’s Informant. The fall program has already 
kicked off, there are still September events 
coming up for WTS, ASCE, and MBTA.  

The 2023-2024 Board of Direction is very excited 
to kick off the year with a tour and happy hour in 
Portland. If you are interested in presenting or 
getting involved with ASCE don’t hesitate to 
reach out! 

We hope everyone had a great summer and are 
settling into the new (school) year. 

We hope to see you soon! 

Heather 
 

INFORMANT 
  September 2023 
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Greetings All, 
 
I hope that everyone had a great summer.  It got off to a wet start, but the end of summer has been beautiful! I 
am very excited for this year and see where this next chapter takes us.  We have a few new faces on our board 
this year and are always looking for more volunteers so if you are interested, please let us know. 
 
ASCE National is having a second round of lobbying our state senators this year for re-appropriating the funding 
for the Federal Aviation Administration reauthorization and the National Dam Safety Program reauthorization. 
 
While the weather is nice, we are hoping to get some outdoor site tours for the section, so if you are working on 
an interesting project that is under way and don’t mind giving a tour to your fellow civil engineers please don’t 
hesitate to reach out.  
 
I look forward to serving you on the board in this new capacity and am always open to suggestions.  Let’s have a 
great year! 
 
Thanks, 
 

Nate Powelson, P.E. 
Maine Section ASCE President 
 
P.S. Congratulations to one of our Past Presidents Esther Bizier, who recently got married! We wish her and 
John a lifetime of love and happiness!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message 
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Maine Section ASCE 

Tour & Happy Hour! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Portland Observatory 
Presented by: Portland Landmarks 

Come visit the 86 foot high tower on Munjoy Hill in Portland! Originally 
constructed circa 1807, the tower served as a greater form of communication of 
incoming ships into Portland’s harbor. 

The Observatory fell into disrepair and was donated to the City of Portland and 
restored and opened to tourists in 1939. 

In 1984 Greater Portland Landmarks assumed management of the tower, 
opening it for regular tours for 10 years until the tower was restored again and 
reopened in 2000.  

The Portland Observatory is the only remaining historic maritime signal station in the United States. As an intact survivor 
from the Golden Age of Sail, the Observatory was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1972, became a 
National Historic Landmark in 2006, and named a National Civil Engineering Landmark in 2006. It celebrated its 200th 
anniversary in 2007. 
  
Cost: $5 for both members and non-members. 
 

To register contact Justin Yaitanes Email: jyaitanes@hntb.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Schedule:  
3:00 - 4:00 PM Guided Tour 
4:30 ‐ 5:30 PM Happy Hour – Oxbow (49 Washington Ave, Portland) 

 

mailto:jyaitanes@hntb.com
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Earn up to 6 PDH (professional development hours) credits at the 2023 ‘Learn to Earn’ tour. 

REGISTER TODAY! This year's features:  

MaineDOT’s I-395/Route-9 Connector is a critical gateway that has been discussed for decades and which will tie the 
interstate to the “Airline,” or Route 9.  The project is being built by Sargent Corp., and will jumpstart connections, safety, 
and economic vitality to the region and to the state. The Bangor/Brewer area is the economic and employment center for 
the north central region of the state, and a hub for the movement of goods due to its proximity to the interstate highway 
system and Canadian markets.  In addition to Sargent, HB Fleming is another MBTA (drive piling) and Northeast Paving 
are completing significant work for the $106 million project.  

Northeast Paving’s new terminal and hot mix-plant expansion in Hermon, is one of the largest industrial projects in 
Central/Eastern Maine in recent years.  The $16.5 million expansion includes three 10,000-ton tanks for storing liquid 
asphalt and a 250-ton tank to hold polymer.  The state-of-the-art project also extended the adjacent rail spur to make it 
more efficient to deliver liquid asphalt to the plant from Searsport, where the petroleum product comes in by ship, or 
Canada.  The expansion was needed to meet the demands of the central and northern Maine regions. Northeast Paving 
worked closely with the Town of Hermon and partnered with MaineDOT to extend the Canadian Pacific Railway spur to 
the plant. 

The University of Maine, the state’s flagship campus, has been planning and executing various capital improvement 
projects, in part due to the transformative Harold Alfond Foundation grant which will provide $240 million system-wide 
over 12 years to all campuses in the UMS system.  In addition to the new Ferland Engineering Education and Design 
Center, UMaine’s major projects include a recently completed $8.3 million field hockey complex, and a $9.5 million 
softball complex with bleacher seating for 500 fans.  The University has broken ground on a new boutique hotel on 
campus scheduled to open in the spring of 2024.  MBTA will tour some of these projects, which are certain to add 
prestige to the campus, and assist with attracting students and faculty alike. 

Safety vests and hard hats required for portions of the Tour.  

Cost: Tour Cost is $95 per person ($125 for non-members) and includes continental breakfast, bus transportation and 
lunch.   

Bus will meet in Orono at Sargent's new HQ. 

Many thanks to the MaineDOT, Sargent, Northeast Paving & UMaine for hosting the 2023 MBTA PDH Tour. 

 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?llr=9em8pjiab&oeidk=a07ejxwg6tp45078ba7
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Looking for Employment? 
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Do you run your own consulting firm, or have a business that the Maine engineering community should know about?  Advertise with a 
business card! Business card listings run for 1 year, including 9 issues of the Informant and full time on the website. Cost:  $150.00 
Discounts Available:  Purchase a 1-year Business Card ad and receive a $25 discount on a Job advertisement! 

Advertise for new employees at any level – students, EITs, and PEs will all see your ad. 
Job advertisements are posted in one issue of the Informant and on our Facebook page. 
Cost: Quarter Page (3.75”x5”) - $35 
 Half Page (7.5”x5”)  - $75 for 1 month  
                                             - $500 for 1 year (9 issues) 
Full Page (7.5”x10”)  - $150 for 1 month 
                                       -$1000 for 1 year (9 issues)                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Would you like to advertise in the Informant?  Take a look at our rates above, and contact the editor at 
Informant.ASCEMaine@gmail.com with any questions 

 

Business Cards   

Job Listings 

The deadline for submissions is the 20th of each month prior to publication.  

mailto:Informant.ASCEMaine@gmail.com

